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It was the year that Access to Health Care Rights teachings were more concretely institutionalized 
in the Chiang Mai Women’s prison.

It was the year that BABSEA went on the fundraising path and were key partners in building two 
fully provisioned university based legal clinic offices, one at Chiang Mai University and another at 
the National University of Laos Faculty of Law and Political Science, with another one in progress 
in Vietnam.  

It was the year that BABSEA hosted or placed over 30 international legal studies interns with our 
own social justice projects and projects of our partners in Thailand, Laos, Cambodia, Vietnam and 
Malaysia. 

It was the year that BABSEA began working with a number of volunteer lawyers from around 
the world, including the not-for-profit organization, the International Senior Lawyers Project. 
These learned jurists, many with years of experience in the practice of law, came out to assist 
us to work towards our CLE goals. Traveling and working with us in almost every country in 
which we operate, including Thailand, Laos, Vietnam, and the Phil ippines, it became readily 
apparent that these volunteers were here to learn from us and our partners, and the work we 
do at BABSEA, as much as they were here to teach. 

Finally, after a 2-year planning process, 2008 was the year that BABSEA co-organized and co-
sponsored the 5th Worldwide Global Alliance for Justice Education Conference in the Philippines, 
at Ateneo University of Manila. Participants came from over 50 countries worldwide, with more 
than 180 participants, and BABSEA assisted in bringing over, and “bridging” more than 35 of our 
team members and partners to each other and the other participants. 

What kept us going? The knowledge that we are doing good works. How did we know? We saw 
it, we felt it and we heard it over and over from our students. As explained by Siew Lee, one of 
the 2008 University Malaya CLE students, teaching in the Kajang Juvenile Prison, in her weekly 
reflective CLE journal:

If you’re planning for a year, plant a garden; if you’re planning for 
a decade, plant trees; if you’re planning for a lifetime, educate a 
child…People might not truly believe that the CLE program can 
work so well. However, as one of the participants in this program 
and involving in CLE teaching, I can say for sure that this program 
really can make our society to be a better society. I am really thank-
ful that I can participate in this unique challenging program.“

Contained in the next pages are just some of the accomplishments that our CLE program assisted 
in accomplishing in 2008. In the short pages of this newsletter, we cannot even begin to illustrate 
what was done, but we feel the stories give a snippet of insight. 

To all of our team members and partners I cannot thank you enough and I feel truly humbled to be 
working with each one of you. 

Bruce Lasky is a Co-founder of Bridges Across Borders Southeast Asia and the Director of the BABSEA CLE Initiative.
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How You Can Help

We know that these are perilous economic times for many of us, but they are far more perilous 
for the communities we serve on the margins of Southeast Asian economies, where food pric-
es more than doubled in 2008. The contributions of our friends and supporters from around 
the world help us lend a helping hand to some of the world’s most vulnerable people and they 
help us achieve our goal of bridging the vast divide between the world’s ‘haves’ and ‘have-
nots’. If you are moved by our work, please consider making a financial contribution to support 
a specific BABSEA program or a general donation to help us further all of our programs. 

Secure credit card donations can be made on our website at www.babsea.org. Alternatively, 
you can send a check to:

Bridges Across Borders Southeast Asia

PO Box 662
Gainesvil le, FL 32602
USA

If you are interested in volunteering, please visit our website www.babsea.org or contact us at 
volunteer@babsea.org.

From all of us at BABSEA we would like to extend our deepest gratitude to all who have helped us 
establish, maintain and expand our programs. We couldn’t have done any of this without you! 






