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We conducted 116 full days of training for more than 500 law professors, students and lawyers from
Thailand, Cambodia, Laos, Vietnam, Malaysia, and the Philippines in clinical legal education method-
ology and helped them launch social justice oriented law clinics and community legal education
programs at their universities. 

We developed popular legal education curriculum for use by a variety of grassroots and legal associ-
ation partners throughout the Southeast Asia region in a number of key legal areas including Land Law,
Family Law, Domestic Violence, Housing Rights, HIV/AIDS Law, Children’s Rights, Criminal Law, Labor
Law, Consumer Law, the Khmer Rouge Tribunal, Community Legal Advisor Skills, and other topics.

We built five brand-new classrooms for a primary school in a remote Cambodian rural village. This has
led to a two-fold increase in student enrolment over last year in grades 1-4 and made it possible for 48
students to attend the fifth and sixth grades. 

We established three new community learning centers serving 494 children with pre-school, English,
math, Khmer, arts, computer skills, and leadership classes. Our youth outreach program in Phnom Penh
is now enriching the lives of an additional 700 at-risk kids with dance, arts and harm reduction
education.

We continued to support two care facilities for orphaned children in Phnom Penh. This means a safe and
loving home and educational opportunities for more than 130 orphaned and abandoned children.

We trained 24 public rural primary school teachers in child-centered teaching methodology,
improving the quality education in remote rural villages. 

We provided scholarships and bicycles to 59 rural poor children so that they are able to attend
school. We also battled the laborious Cambodian bureaucracy to help thirteen drop-outs to re-enter
school.

We trained 88 subsistence farmers in new agricultural techniques. They learned to diversify their
crops, increase their yields and reduce their use of harmful chemicals.

We restored a dilapidated dam, constructed one water reservoir and one water tower, installed 20 wells
and provided home water filters. This means clean drinking water for 178 poor rural households and
over 500 school children at a school and community center in two rural villages. 

We aided the residents of a formerly marginalized community to form a community-based organi-
zation. With our assistance, the community organization is now helping to drive village development
activities and provide community-based social services like child care and non-formal education.

We provided tetanus inoculations and rubber boots for more than 1000 children who are forced to
scavenge for their living in the Phnom Penh garbage dump.  

We provided food and temporary shelter to 95 families who were violently evicted and rendered
homeless in Cambodia’s seaside town of Sihanoukville.

We delivered emergency aid to 440 families whose homes have been deluged with toxic overspill from
the polluted lake on which they dwell in Phnom Penh. We also established a health clinic there that has
treated more than 200 patients between October to December 2007.

We provided legal representation to one community and active non-violence training to three
communities in Cambodia who are fighting to save their land and homes from being grabbed by pow-
erful individuals and companies.  

We surveyed and mapped 41 urban poor communities facing unlawful forced eviction and helped
them to secure vital information in their struggle for fair and just compensation. 

We co-founded and helped to steer the development of the Housing Rights Task Force network of
domestic and international organizations working to end illegal forced evictions and promote the right
to adequate housing in Cambodia.

We provided an in-depth four month-long training for a Cambodian youth organization about the
historical causes of the Khmer Rouge genocide and the legal process of the criminal tribunal that
has been established to seek justice for its victims so that the organization can conduct country-wide out-
reach on this subject to its high school youth network.

We hosted 25 legal studies interns, 23 long-term volunteers, 35 short-term volunteers, two student and
teacher exchange groups and two “Friendship Tour” groups who worked, learned, taught, and explored
the wonders, challenges and injustices of the region.

Some BABSEA Achievements in 2007
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Cambodia and the United States: Then and Now
By David Pred

In the 1950s and 60s, after negotiating an end to French
colonialism, Cambodia was a model of peace, stability
and relative prosperity in Asia, despite the war raging next
door in Vietnam.  Most children attended school, and the
education they received was said to be of comparatively
high quality for the region.  Most peasants owned enough
land to be able to sustain their families.  There was a
large, educated middle class in the cities.  The capital,
Phnom Penh, known as the “pearl of Southeast Asia,” was
rich in art and culture and buzzing with intellectual discus-
sion and political debate.  It was a proud, independent
nation full of promise and hope.

That all ended in 1969, when President Nixon and his
National Security Advisor, Henry Kissinger, secretly
ordered the bombing of dozens of villages in Eastern
Cambodia, in violation of the country’s legal neutrality in
what we refer to as the “Vietnam War.”  Kissinger claimed
that the Vietnamese communists were directing their war

effort in South Vietnam out of headquarters in Cambodia,
and that bombing these bases helped save American lives
in Vietnam.

The so-called “Vietnam War” is an American misnomer
that should be corrected to acknowledge and respect the
million-plus Cambodians and Lao who lost their lives in
this war.  More bombs were dropped on Cambodia and
Laos between 1965-1975 than on Vietnam, or for that
matter, than on any other country in the history of warfare.
A year after secretly authorizing Operation Menu, the
Nixon administration backed a military coup against
Prince Sihanouk, the popular leader of Cambodia who, for
all his faults, had done his best to keep his country out of
the war.  Sihanouk was overthrown by General Lon Nol,
an ultra-nationalist dictator who permitted the United
States military to carpet bomb and invade Cambodia
along with South Vietnamese forces. 

As a result of this policy, Nixon and Kissinger’s unsub-
stantiated claim that there were 50,000 to 100,000 com-
munists in Cambodia in 1969 became a self-fulfilling
prophecy by 1973. 

Cambodia
Country
Program

Bridges Across Borders began working in Cambodia in
2003 with two small projects aimed at helping a few peo-
ple in need, and a long-term vision to make a meaningful
difference in a country whose people are still recovering
from thirty years of war, hunger and unimaginable atroci-
ties. Today, our Cambodia Program is working with part-

ner communities in Phnom Penh and five provinces on a
wide range of human rights, development and peace-
building initiatives, reaching thousands of people through-
out the country, and building bridges both between
Cambodian communities and between Cambodians and
individuals from around the world. 
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The coup, the bombing, and the US/South Vietnamese
invasion accomplished exactly what they were meant to
stop.  These events radicalized the general population
and swelled the ranks of the Khmer Rouge, the
Cambodian communists, from several hundred to tens of
thousands in a matter of five years.  Overthrowing
Sihanouk and propping up the despised Lon Nol regime
was the biggest blunder of all.  It drove Sihanouk into the
arms of the Chinese and their Maoist allies, the Khmer
Rouge, and led him to urge his people to go to the jungle
and join the resistance against “the American
imperialists.”

Today, Sihanouk’s call to arms is cited by a majority of
former Khmer Rouge soldiers as the main reason why
they joined the movement.  The number two reason cited
was the US bombing and widespread raping and pillaging
by the invading South Vietnamese army; a close third was
hatred of the corrupt Lon Nol regime. It is estimated that
600,000 Cambodians died during the six years their coun-
try was embroiled in the Second Indochina War. Congress
eventually put an end to this loathsome policy, but it was
too late.  By that time, the Khmer Rouge monster was
already full grown and poised to devour the Cambodian
nation. After the last U.S. choppers pulled out of
Cambodia and the Lon Nol regime collapsed, the Khmer
Rouge rolled into Phnom Penh to great fanfare.The peo-
ple thought their long nightmare was over.  Actually it had
only just begun.

Known then only as Angkar, or “the Organization,” the
Communist Party of Cambodia began their murderous
rule by evicting city residents at gunpoint and marching
them to their provincial birthplaces or a village they
assigned to them if they were born in the city. Thousands
died or were murdered during the evacuation, which the
communists claimed was necessary because the war-torn
country was facing starvation.

Angkar immediately began turning the bombed out ruins
of Cambodia into a massive agrarian labor camp.  In the
wet season, people were forced to work in the rice fields
for 16-18 hours a day.  In the dry season, people were
made to work on massive construction projects – building
dams, bridges, and irrigation systems – without any
knowledge of construction or engineering.  Those who did
have such knowledge were eliminated in the early days of
the revolution.  Wearing glasses was reportedly enough to
earn a death sentence in Pol Pot’s Cambodia, as glasses
indicated that one could read.  Hundreds of thousands of
people were tortured and murdered in one of the 20th
century’s most gruesome bloodbaths.  People were tar-
geted if their real or perceived class, nationality, religion,
ideology or economic affiliation did not fit into Angkar’s
vision of a pure Khmer society.  Over a million more died
of starvation, overwork or disease.  Pol Pot’s henchmen
used heinous forms of torture to not only force the victims
to confess to thwarting his revolution - providing an expla-
nation for its colossal failure - but also to implicate their
friends and family.  Once the confessions were signed,
victims were hauled off to the killing fields, where cadres
meted out “revolutionary justice” with hoes and pick-axes
in order to save bullets.

Aware that mass murder and other gross human rights
violations were taking place in Cambodia, the United
States government continued to recognize the Pol Pot
regime at the UN, and refused to publicly acknowledge
the veracity of the horror stories told by Cambodian
refugees who made it to Thailand.  Because the US want-
ed to please its new strategic ally China, which was Pol
Pot’s chief benefactor, the Carter Administration never
publicly condemned the horrific crimes the regime was
committing against its people. The US and most of the
world remained silent while the largest government-
orchestrated mass killing since Auschwitz unfolded in
Cambodia. 

Finally, on January 7, 1979, Vietnamese troops put an end
to it, liberating what they aptly called a “land of blood and
tears.”  It is estimated that 1.7 million  people,  or  slightly
less than a third of the population perished during the 3
year, 8 month and 21 day genocidal regime of the Khmer
Rouge.  Almost all educated and affluent people had been
slaughtered, along with more than half the ethnic Chinese,
Vietnamese, Cham Muslims, monks, and many of the
Party’s own cadre.  The country’s most basic infrastruc-
ture, institutions and human resources were nearly com-
pletely destroyed.
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The Vietnamese liberation turned into an occupation and,
as occupations do, it gave birth to a resistance, which in
turn became a vicious civil war that lasted nearly twenty
years. The Khmer Rouge and two other anti-occupation
factions joined forces, with U.S. and Chinese support, to
drive the Vietnamese out of Cambodia. The Vietnamese-
backed government responded by imposing martial law,
mowing down the forests, blanketing the country in land-
mines, and once again drafting Cambodia’s youth to fight.  

In 1991, the UN finally stepped in and brokered a peace
treaty, sending in international peacekeepers to begin its
first experiment in nation-building.  It succeeded in repa-
triating hundreds of thousands of refugees, overseeing
the adoption of a liberal democratic constitution and
organizing multi-party elections. But the elections were
boycotted and sabotaged by the Khmer Rouge and civil
conflict dragged on for another five years.  Following the
factional fighting in 2007 and the final surrender of Khmer
Rouge leaders in 1998, Cambodia’s long nightmare was
finally over.

Yet, while Cambodians are at long last enjoying peace
and political stability, the legacy of genocide, war, foreign
occupation and corrupt authoritarian rule has produced a
social, economic and political situation that threatens to
make the country once again ripe for conflict and instabil-
ity.  Today Cambodia remains one of the poorest countries
in the world.  Impressive economic growth rates have only
yielded stark inequality, while more than half of the popu-
lation lives on one US dollar or less a day and the vast
majority have no access to clean drinking water, irrigation
to make their land productive, adequate shelter or elec-
tricity.  Malnutrition is endemic and thousands of children
die every year from easily preventable diseases.  Infant,
child, and maternal mortality rates are among the highest
in Asia.  One out of every eight children does not survive
to the age of five.  Hundreds of children still die every year
after stepping on unexploded cluster bombs that were
dropped by US warplanes more than thirty years ago. 

Efforts to reduce rural poverty have been frustrated by ris-
ing landlessness.  For the rural poor, who make up 90%
of those who survive on less than one US dollar a day in
Cambodia, land is their single most important asset.  Yet
46% of rural families are estimated to be landless or own-
ers of less than half a hectare of land.  Landlessness is
rising at an alarming rate of 2 percent of the population
each year, which the United Nations Development

Program (UNDP) states is the central cause of rural
poverty.  Landlessness is caused by a variety of factors,
from demographic pressures and external shocks – most
often health problems – which drive the poor into debt and
eventual landlessness, to land-grabbing by powerful indi-
viduals, which has reached crisis proportions across the
country. 

Land concentration is also a serious concern.  70% of the
land in Cambodia is owned by the richest 20% of the
population and 64% is owned by the wealthiest 10%.  This
massive concentration of land in few hands has occurred
rapidly since the privatization of land ownership in 1989,
before which land was distributed relatively equitably.
Much of the land owned by the rich is simply for
speculative purposes and remains uncultivated, which
inhibits agricultural growth and inflates land prices.  The
same remains true of Economic Land Concessions, which
are being granted to large investors under the flawed
assumption that large-scale commercial plantations will
generate higher returns than small-scale farming and
create employment for local communities.

In reality, of the 800,000 hectares that have been granted
as concessions, UNDP found that only 72,000 are in pro-
duction.  In most cases, the investors simply cut down the
forests and left the land idle or held onto the concessions,
waiting for the land to increase in value.

According to a 2007 report issued by the United Nations
Special Representative for Human Rights in Cambodia,
economic land concessions have led to increased land-
lessness and deprivation, displacement and environmen-
tal destruction. “Instead of promoting rural development
and poverty reduction,” the report states, “economic land
concessions have compromised the rights and livelihoods
of rural communities in Cambodia.” 

For the poor who do own enough land to sustain them-
selves, there remains a persistent lack of tenure security.
An estimated 80% of the population occupies land without
any legal documentation proving ownership - a result of
mismanaged land policy since the market reforms of the
late 1980s and massive corruption, inefficiency and bias
against the poor in the implementation of the current
World Bank supported titling system.  The absence of land
tenure security is a significant impediment to agricultural
growth and poverty reduction, and it makes most
Cambodians vulnerable to land-grabbing.  

Poverty and destitution is escalating particularly for
indigenous communities whose livelihoods have tradition-
ally been reliant on natural resources, which have also
become increasingly concentrated in the hands of the rul-
ing elite.  Deforestation in the form of illegal logging is hav-
ing a devastating effect on both the environment and the
livelihoods of hundreds of thousands of people who rely
on non-timber forest products for their subsistence.  A
2007 report by UK-based forest watchdog Global Witness
claims that “a kleptocratic elite is stripping Cambodia’s
forests,” citing the last global forest cover survey by the
Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) which found that
Cambodia had lost 29% of its primary tropical rainforest
cover over the last five years.

What happens to rural families who lose their land and
livelihoods in the countryside?  Or the urban poor who
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have been forcibly evicted from their homes and dumped
in sub-human “relocation sites” 25 kilometers outside of
the city?  The luckiest ones with vocational skills  will  find
jobs in the garment factories, where they can make
between $40 and $70 a month working 70 hours a week
making the cheap clothes peddled at Walmart, or in the
Phnom Penh construction boon, building the new high-
rises that some of their very own communities were
uprooted to make room for.  If they live in one of the relo-
cation sites, they will have to spend half of that on trans-
portation to and from their workplaces.  Others will end up
employed in the sex industry, begging on the streets or
scavenging for scrap metal at the Stung Meanchey
Municipal Waste Dump in Phnom Penh, a 100-acre
morass of smoldering, decaying, oozing waste and home
to more than 3000 families. 

The dump exhibits all the problems of Cambodia, and
indeed the rest of the “Third World,” magnified exponen-
tially.  Those of us from the “First World” who have wit-
nessed this level of human desperation have a responsi-
bility to make others aware and to press our governments
to create international economic structures that serve the
entirety of humanity and not just our own narrow interests. 

Sadly, the project undertaken by the international commu-
nity after the Paris Peace Accords to reconstruct this
deeply traumatized nation has failed to significantly
reduce poverty or bring about any semblance of rule of
law. Considering the role that the United States played in
initiating the demise of this once peaceful and prosperous
nation, the amount of aid it has provided has been paltry.
While the Clinton Administration did provide substantial
support for the reconstitution of Cambodian civil society,
development assistance to Cambodia has been slashed
during the Bush administration. Entire non-governmental
programs that were providing essential services, including
reproductive health, legal aid, anti-human trafficking and
even reintegration programs for Cambodian-American
deportees, have been casualties of the cuts. 

What is more outrageous is that the United States gov-
ernment continues to demand Cambodia’s repayment of a
$339 million debt originating from the Lon Nol regime.
From 1972 to 1974 the US Department of Agriculture
financed $274 million in purchases of US cotton, rice and
wheat flour by the US-backed regime.  During the same
period, the United States dropped more than two million
tons of bombs on the predominantly agrarian country, ren-
dering its land almost totally non-productive.  This odious
debt has been collecting interest for thirty four years and
today the US government is demanding immediate pay-
ment of $154 million in arrears from the impoverished
nation, which amounts to five years of USAID develop-
ment assistance at the current level.  US officials claim
that Cambodia’s current economic circumstances” make it
ineligible for debt relief.  The circumstances in which the
debt was acquired do not figure into Washington’s criteria.  

In his inaugural address, John F. Kennedy captured the
hope and the terror of modernity when he said, “Man
holds in his mortal hands the power to abolish all forms of
human poverty and all forms of human life.”  Today that
choice is even starker.  The eradication of extreme pover-
ty, hunger and preventable disease from the face of the
earth is no longer just a dream.  It is a realistic and attain-
able goal, and we know what we need to do to make it a
reality.  In September 2000, the United States made a his-
toric commitment, along with 188 other countries, to meet
eight clearly defined and achievable international devel-
opment goals, including the reduction by half of the num-
ber of those who suffer from hunger and extreme poverty
by 2015.  Yet, at the current rate of funding, none of the
Millennium Development Goals are even remotely on
track to be met by their target dates. 

As the world’s wealthiest and most powerful nation, the
United States is in a unique position to ensure that the
MDGs are adequately funded through aid and debt relief.
The U.S. could be instrumental in facilitating the achieve-
ment of the goals by opening its massive consumer mar-
ket to poor countries, and by providing aid to help coun-
tries like Cambodia develop domestic industries and the
capacity to trade internationally.  It could also use its vast
voting weight at the IMF, World Bank and Asian
Development Bank to promote a development approach
that puts the economic and social rights of poor people
before the goals of US multi-national corporations and
investors.

Yet, the United States ranks dead last among the 22
wealthiest donor countries in Official Development
Assistance (ODA) as a percentage of Gross National
Income (GNI). Its record on debt relief is also wholly inad-
equate for the audacious challenge posed by the
Millennium Development Goals, as illustrated most
obscenely by the refusal to write off Cambodia’s Lon Nol-
era debt.  And U.S. trade policies have helped widen - not
reduce - the gap between the haves and the have-noth-
ings. According to the UN Millennium Project, the United
States accounts for more than half of the current shortfall
in additional financing needed to halve extreme poverty by
2015.  The additional funding required of the US in public
investments aimed at meeting the basic needs of the
world’s poorest people is estimated at $38 billion per year.
To put that in perspective, Americans with annual incomes
above $500,000 have been handed around $50 billion
each year in tax savings as a result of President Bush’s
tax cuts.  In other words, the wealthiest one-tenth of one
percent of Americans could finance the MDG funding gap
themselves by returning their Bush tax cuts. Alternatively,
the gap could be filled by directing a quarter of the
increase in military spending during the first term of the
Bush Administration toward global poverty alleviation.
Redirecting just 8% of the astronomical US defense budg-
et toward a frontal assault on the root causes of America’s
leading threats would be the wisest investment the United
States could make in its own security.  

Today we have an unprecedented opportunity to make
poverty history and change the course set by the policies
of the past.  We must demand that our elected officials
honor their commitment to this goal.  In the meantime, we
at Bridges Across Borders will continue doing our part by
facilitating the delivery of meaningful assistance from
those who care to those who need.  By building bridges
between the long-suffering people of Cambodia and con-
scientious people from the United States, and all around
the world, we are implementing the Millennium Goals one
village at a time and we are demonstrating that another
world is possible.  
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Our Child Protection and Education Program is aimed at
protecting the rights and dignity of orphaned, abandoned,
and at-risk children and empowering children through
access to high quality education. This multi-faceted pro-
gram supports the developmental needs of some of the
most vulnerable children in Cambodia through a holistic
approach to supplementary education and care both in
the community and in care facilities. 

The emphasis for this program in 2007 has been on
strengthening community based networks to support at-
risk and vulnerable children and develop greater educa-
tional opportunities for children living in impoverished
communities. While there remains significant need for
residential care for children living in very challenging situ-
ations, we believe that education and community out-
reach is paramount to protecting the rights of children. 

In less than one year of operation, the Rudi Boa
Community Center, situated in the heart of the informal
settlement of Village 4, on the banks of Phnom Penh’s
Boueng Kak Lake, has become a hub in this community.
Named after a former volunteer from Scotland who tragi-
cally died in Australia, the Rudi Boa center is managed by
Bridges Across Borders, with financial support from the

Boa family and the “Kids in Cambodia” Global Concerns
committee of the United World College of Southeast Asia.
While primarily a school that offers supplementary edu-
cation in English, Khmer, Mathematics, Leadership, Art,
health and hygiene the center reaches the community in
a myriad of other ways. 

The Rudi Boa Center opens its doors to the whole com-
munity, with a welcoming buzz of activity whether it’s for
the free classes, medical assistance at the health     clin-
ic or advice and support through the women’s group.
Classes in the one roomed wooden hut that stands on
stilts above the lake, are always filled to capacity, and reg-
ularly attended by 96 children and adults. Through the
center, Bridges has connected in a meaningful way with
this community, who are currently under threat of eviction.
That relationship was cemented when Bridges took the
lead in dealing with a flooding crisis that engulfed this
area in the Fall of 2007. Through trust and mutual
respect, Bridges aims to maintain a strong bond with the
people of Village 4 as the looming eviction becomes more
immediate in 2008.

Child
Protection

and
Education
Program

A Lakeside Community Center That’s Making Waves
By Antonia Marison
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More Than Just a Schoolhouse

The Rudi Boa center offers high quality, free English
classes that are often taught by our international volun-
teers alongside our team of skilled local teachers.
Knowledge of English language has now become a pre-
requisite for jobs in many employment sectors in
Cambodia, which is why it is important that children are
exposed to the language from a young age. Due to the
inadiquacies within the public school system, supplemen-
tary classes are essential for gaining a real grasp on the
language; however, expensive private language schools
are simply out of reach of children living in this impover-
ished community. Our English classes are taught in a
range of ability levels to ensure that students get the most
out of their course. We also supplement the public school
system though extra classes in mathematics, and we are
proud to report that all of the ninth grade students study-
ing mathematics at the Rudi Boa Center passed their
national examinations in 2007.

Our teachers’ reach extends far beyond the classroom as
they take an active role as informal social workers within
the community. Center manager and teacher, Srun Phana
knows all of her students’ families and personally visits
the houses of students that have dropped out of school or
who are appearing to be experiencing problems:

“Part of the reason why we opened the school in the
community in Village 4 is because we wanted to help the

students to avoid doing bad things in their free time such
as using drugs, alcohol, and smoking, “said Phana.

All the children attending the school have access to free
dental care and receive trainings in hygiene and general
health. Each child has their own toothbrush at the school
to practice teeth brushing and hand washing every day
before class.

“Chet Sabares” Women’s Group

The Khmer words ‘Chet Sabaras’ refer to someone who
is kind, giving and thoughtful.  These words were used by
a small group of women, in Village 4 to represent the
ways that they hope to give strength and power to their
community. The group of around 20 core members -
spanning three generations - meets weekly and engages
in focused discussion, group activities, training sessions
and information sharing with the overall aim of building a
strong and cohesive group to represent the community. 

Life in Village 4 can be challenging for all the community
and particularly for women. Many of the group members
are financially responsible for their whole family, some
with up to 9 children. Their family responsibilities are
great, and most do not have the resources or time to lift
themselves out of poverty. Social problems including
alcoholism and domestic violence have a great impact of
their quality of life. The group has been running for almost
a year and in that time, discussions and training sessions 
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This fall, polluted overspill from Boueng Kak Lake
flooded all the public walkways, bridges and many
houses and businesses of Village 4.   Flooding in the set-
tlements around the lake is an annual problem, however
this year the waters came much earlier, higher, and
stayed for longer. This has been attributed to the rapid
urbanization of Phnom Penh and the   filling in of other
city lakes and part of Boueng Kak itself to make way for
private development projects.

It was a housing rights crisis. This annual toxic deluge
would not occur if the drainage infrastructure of the lake
had been properly maintained, as it was for decades prior
to the Khmer Rouge regime and as it was during the
1980s.  It would not occur if proper waste management
services and sewage facilities were provided to these
communities.  

The walkways and bridges became extremely dangerous
as the murky water hid the big holes and edges that give
way to deep drops into the lake. There were no handrails
to guide people and protect children from falling in the
lake and drowning as had happened in previous years.
With donor funding was provided in the past, the govern-
ment was supposed to fix these walkways and ensure
they are safe for the village residents, however this has
not taken place. Instead, the flood-affected community,
along with dozens of other communities surrounding the
lake, were issued a notice in February that their land had
been leased to a private developer. The plight of this com-
munity is only likely to become more difficult as the evic-
tion pressures mount in the upcoming year. Meanwhile,
when the resulting floods came, the municipal authorities
did nothing to help these people and the Cambodian Red
Cross was nowhere to be seen.  It seems that the powers
that be were quite content instead to literally let them
drown in their own sewage.

Doctor Nicolas Teboul the poor sanitation situation could
have quickly developed into a health crisis. Risks directly
related to the water include drowning, diarrhea, typhoid,
cholera, bacterial infections, worms, hepatitis A, chronic
dermatitis and fungal skin infections. Risks related to the
medical waste found in the water include hepatitis B/C
and HIV from the contaminated needles found floating in
the water, multi resistant drug bacteria such as TB, pneu-
mococcus, salmonella, E coli and cholera.  Health risks
related to social conditions include: scabies, TB, rabies,
tetanus, syphilis, HIV, Hepatitis B, gonoccocal infections
and from food: hepatitis A, E Amoebiasis, Giadiasis, bac-
terial diarrhea and worms.

The UNOHCHR responded immediately to our appeal
and funded rubber protective boots, 2 blankets, 2 soaps,
hammocks and bleach for all the affected families, which
we distributed with the help of community representatives
on the 12th of November. In addition to this the
UNHOCHR funded a large stock of medicine and other
health supplies to be used by doctors at the Rudi Boa
health clinic. SOS international health clinic donated 6
sacks of used clothes which we also distributed amongst
the affected families. 

Due to the heightened health needs of Village 4, the Rudi
Boa center temporarily turned the community school into
a free health clinic. International volunteer doctors and
nurses treated general health problems and specific
problems related to the floods such as bacterial and 10
fungal skin infections, diarrhea, scabies, flu and lung
infections. The twice weekly clinic was inundated with
patients, with priority given to children and the elderly.
The clinic was still in operation at the end of the year
since the scope of health needs for Village 4 is great.

These relief efforts at Village 4 would not have been pos-
sible without the help of donors and friends from across
the globe. Bridges Across Borders join’s the families of
Village 4 in thanking you for your compassion and gen-
erosity.

Emergency Flood Relief for Village 4 
By Antonia Marison
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News from the Center for Children’s Happiness
By Antonia Marison

The Center for Children’s Happiness (CCH) continues to
deliver high quality education and care in its numerous
facilities to 140 vulnerable, orphaned and abandoned
children, many of whom formally worked picking through
garbage at the Stung Meanchey landfill site. For the past
four years that Bridges  has been financially and techni-
cally supporting CCH, phenomenal changes have
occurred and 2007 goes without exception.

For CCH, 2007 has been a year of growth and progress,
not only for the young residents who continue their tran-
sition to adulthood, but for Cambodian society as a whole,
as these youth tackle some of the many social problems
faced by impoverished communities through innovative
outreach projects. At the forefront of these activities, is
the CCH Mobile Library. Indeed, the word "library" only
begins to tell the story. In addition to taking books to read
with children, CCH kids also perform dramas about diffi-
cult social issues, provide treats and games for children,
play music for drama and dancing, and generally spread
good cheer.  They even came to perform a drama at
BAB’s Rudi Boa Center.

Meanwhile, outstanding students Un Narun and Keo
Manin are avidly perusing their studies at United World
College in Singapore, and the International School of
Phnom Penh (ISPP) respectively, after gaining highly
sought after scholarships. Life in Cambodia’s top interna-
tional school and one of South East Asia’s premier inter-
national colleges based in Singapore is a far cry away
from their humble beginnings at the dumpsite. These phe-
nomenal achievements serve as an inspiration to the
younger CCH stars who aspire to gain scholarships in the
future. 

While the younger children continue to receive a packed
schedule of supplementary education and all attend the
local public schools, CCH strives to empower the older
youth it serves through vocational training programs that
are matched to the local job market.  Paid work experi-
ence at tourist handicraft shops, and an exciting new
cookery training program are gearing up the youth for
transition into employment. 

Bridges Across Borders has long supported CCH’s
educational and vocational training programs, including

English and Information Technology.  This year, we had
the opportunity to give four of CCH’s best and brightest IT
students training in using GPS technology and part-time
jobs collecting and entering data for a survey that BAB is
conducting in collaboration with several other housing
rights NGOs to obtain critical information about the com-
munities living around the Boeng Kak Lake area, who are
currently facing eviction.  We have all been incredibly
impressed with the maturity, the respectfulness and the
work ethic of the CCH students who have been working
on the project.

The ever expanding CCH has made significant renova-
tions to the CDCC center this year with an expanded
playground and 5 new dorm rooms to house another 30
children. The demand for child protection facilities like
CCH is never ending at Stung Meanchey, where hun-
dreds of children still perform dangerous and exploitative
labor in order to generate income for their families and
masters. So the move towards more community based
outreach activities taken by CCH to support children still
working at the dump compliments the expansion and
enhancement of its care facilities.  

We are very proud of the role we have played over the
last four years in helping CCH to develop, expand and
provide loving care and opportunities to children who had
quite literally been thrown away.  Today we can be
assured that the 140 children that CCH is looking after will
be healthy, safe, educated and free to be kids.
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creative learning through classes in art, music, dance,
and drama. Their facility, with its brightly painted mural
walls is an enormous villa, large enough to have a com-
puter lab, library, basketball court, and volleyball net. The
atmosphere of the orphanage is very safe and positive,
where kids won’t want to leave after visiting it once. 

After she taught Capoiera at the drop-in center for a
week, in exchange, I offered to visit her orphanage with
Tiny Toones to perform and teach their kids break-danc-
ing. Emily said that the orphans really wanted to see us
dance because they heard we were the best break-
dancers in Cambodia. She also told me that her kids had
been teaching themselves for a while, but they had not
yet had a real class. 

On July 28, 2007, KK and I brought eight of the Tiny
Toones kids to dance in the afternoon. Once we arrived,
the entire orphanage became silent and lined up to see
us. We were stretching for about ten minutes in their
dance studio, as the speaker system was being setup.
The eyes of every child and staff timidly watched us from
across the room, and none of them dared to talk.

Finally, the music started to play, and instantly the entire
place lit up after we started to perform. The audience
shouted and clapped enthusiastically after each of us
danced, and there was another roar of applause at the
end of the ten minute performance. Every kid in the
orphanage looked up to our kids and wanted to be just
like them, and I felt so proud at the moment to be one of
their dance teachers.

Next we invited their kids to show off their moves, but they
replied that they didn’t know how to dance. We encour-
aged them over and over again to dance for the next cou-
ple minutes, and their first kid eventually jumped into the

middle of the circle to dance. One by one they all danced,
and the orphanage staff as well as our kids applauded for
them. 

We took a thirty minute break afterwards so that Tiny
Toones could explore the orphanage and interact with
their kids.  Immediately, each kid was running around
everywhere, playing basketball or volleyball, and doing
flips in the grass. Because there was enough room for so
many activities to happen at once, the whole orphanage
surged with youthful, positive energy. KK started telling
me his dream about how he could help so many more
kids, if Tiny Toones had a center as big as the orphanage.
He said that he would have over two hundred kids drop-
ping by daily to play games and practice dancing, but he
wouldn’t let them come unless they promised to work
hard in school, and stay away from drugs and gangs.

Before the JCA orphans were extremely shy and too
afraid to talk to us, but after the first day, they were hold-
ing onto our arms and jumping onto our backs. Emily tells
us that the JCA break-dancing crew was practicing every
morning and evening, even if they just had a two hour
long class earlier. We saw their confidence growing as
their dancing improved, because the Tiny Toones big
brothers and big sisters volunteered to teach dance
classes every Tuesday and Thursday. On Saturdays we
combined the JCA break-dancing crew and our kids into
two different teams that would battle each other.

Finally, after just three weeks, I knew it was time to put the
JCA orphanage through the ultimate test: entering their
crew at the break-dancing tournament that we host every
Sunday in the park. We roll out linoleum flooring over the
grass and play music from our boombox, so that break-
dancing crews from six different neighborhoods can gath-
er to compete. Each member of the winning crew gets
one dollar each, and battles KK and myself at the end.

On August 12, 2007, I went to the orphanage to pick up
Emily and six members of the JCA break-dancing crew.
They were extremely quiet while I drove towards the park,
probably because they were scared to death about com-
peting against more experienced dancers. When it was
time for the JCA team to battle, they were hiding behind a
street lamp post. I told them that they needed to battle,
but they claimed that they didn’t know how to dance yet. 
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I said I wouldn’t accept that excuse, after we had been
teaching them already for three weeks. I encouraged
them through saying they could only learn faster by com-
peting, and KK and I would also enter on their team. At
some point, they realized we wouldn’t give up, so they
lined up for their battle. I couldn’t resist having an evil
smile, knowing that there was no way for them to escape
once the crowd of over 500 spectators encircled them. 

When it was time for JCA to send out a dancer, their ten
year old fearlessly jumped onto the linoleum, held a
freeze on his arms and then did a headspin. KK and I
called out all of them one by one to make sure that they
would dance before the time was up.

It may have been a brief battle in the park for a very small
prize, but to all of these kids, it feels like everything in life
is at stake; an entire crowd is watching them critically and
shouting at everyone. I know that the orphans will forever
remember that Sunday, as the day they first overcame
their worst fears. Because they survived, their self-confi-
dence has gone up, which will empower them to make
better life decisions. Break dancing is a social activity that
draws out all of the youth’s positive energy; if their friend
messes up during a competition, instead of laughing at
him, they will pat him on the back for encouragement. The
friendships formed within a break-dancing crew create a
strong support network to help youth overcome chal-
lenges in the future.

Dara Chan volunteered at Tiny Toones in 2007 teaching
dance and advising on program development.

In 2008 BAB is planning to help KK realize his dream in
Tiny Toones opening a much larger drop-in center and
expanding the educational programs offered there to
include Khmer traditional dance, music, drama and
health, with a focus on HIV/AIDS and other harms that the
children are at risk of confronting.  In order to spread
awareness, role plays on HIV/AIDS, drugs, gangs and
other relevant issues will be developed and performed by
Tiny Toones at their performances around the country.
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Our Community Development Program helps poor and
disempowered communities to organize themselves and
cooporate to overcome the obstacles that impede devel-
opment and poverty alleviation.   We provide financial
support and training to our partner communities to help
them reach their potential and realize their development

vision.  We support community-led, cooperative initiatives
that build local capacity and improve health & sanitation,
food & water security and child nutrition, housing & com-
munity infrastructure, and employment opportunities &
livelihoods.

2007 was a remarkable year in the Cambodian village of
Chamcar Bei, with the initiation of the Hand in Hand proj-
ect in a region that was infamous as a fierce battlefield
and rebel stronghold until the mid-1990s.

The Hand in Hand project is a five year integrated com-
munity development initiative that is being undertaken by
Bridges Across Borders in collaboration with the Kep-
based Knai Bang Chatt resort and the Belgian foundation
Friends of the Rainbow Schools. The project aims to
bring about a sustainable improvement in the quality of
life of villagers in the Phnom Voar area of Kep municipal-
ity on the south coast of Cambodia, beginning with the
largest village, Chamcar Bei.

BAB believes that it is essential that community develop-
ment and poverty alleviation initiatives are planned and
implemented with the full participation of the affected pop-
ulation.  Before initiating development activities in any
community, our approach is to spend time living in the
community, learning from the people and gaining their
trust, and developing an informed understanding of the
situation and living conditions in the area.  In keeping with
our development ethos, BAB conducted a participatory
assessment in September 2006, during which time we
got to know the people of Chamcar Bei and their prob-
lems.  Following the assessment, BAB conducted two
planning workshops to help the community synthesize the
results and transform their problems into solutions. 

Joining Hand in Hand for Community Development in Kep
By David Pred

Community
Development

Program
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The Hand in Hand project was thus envisioned and
planned by the community themselves during these work-
shops held in the center of their community.  Over the
next five years, we set out to work with the people of
Chamcar Bei to transform the solutions they conceived
on paper into the reality of their everyday lives.

This community development project has several impor-
tant features.  It is time-bound, with the intention to
achieve the expected results and complete the project
within five years, thus empowering the community to take
charge of their own future and become more self-reliant,
as opposed to fostering dependency – a fatal flaw of
many well-intentioned development projects.  It is inte-
grated, with activities aimed at realizing specific objec-
tives related to improving family income and food securi-
ty, health, education, and sustainability.  This is based on
the understanding that the problems caused by poverty
are themselves integrated and cyclical, so the interven-
tions aimed at breaking the cycle should be integrated as
well.  The project is community-based, with community
task forces steering activities in the preliminary stage of
the project, and a unified, democratic and gender-bal-
anced community organization taking the lead in the plan-
ning and implementation of activities as the project devel-
ops.  Lastly, the project is linked to the United Nations
Millennium Development Goals.  Project staff, community
and local government partners have been challenged to
achieve the project targets - which are tied to Cambodia’s
national targets for 2010 – putting Chamcar Bei on track
to achieve the UN goal of halving world-wide poverty by
2015.

It would fill an entire newsletter to report in detail on all the
achievements that have been made in just the first year
of this project. By no means exhaustive, below are some
of the activities that were carried out in 2007 towards the
achievement of the community’s vision:

Chamcar Bei is a peaceful village where all residents
have a better standard of living.

Community organizing and sustainability

Three Community Task Forces on Education, Health and
Livelihoods, composed of 13 members (including 6
women), were elected and have received ongoing train-
ing and support from the project for their respective posi-
tions.  They have established their internal regulations
and initiated a community fund, where communal income
gained from project activities is being saved. The
Community Task Forces are beginning to take the lead in
implementing many of the project activities.  By 2010, the
community task forces will combine together to form a
Community Based Organization, which will be legally rec-
ognized and able to maintain and further project activities
established by the Hand in Hand project.

Self Help Groups

Savings and credit schemes for the poorest of the poor
have been set up.  Four self-help groups (SHG) with 80
members (including 67 women) were formed and group
regulations were established with the facilitation of project
staff. 12 leaders were elected (president, deputy and sec-
retary). They were trained on recording and managing
savings and lending activities. All members were trained
on the basic concepts of community-based savings and
credit.  Up until now, the groups have collectively saved
$422, which will soon be matched by the project.  These
funds will eventually become available for the provision of
low-interest micro-enterprise loans to the members. 

Agriculture technical training and support 

This activity is aimed at updating traditional farming meth-
ods, diversifying crops, reducing harmful pesticide use
and increasing agricultural yields.  During 2007, 88 fami-
lies were trained on improved rice cultivation techniques
(known as SRI) and vegetable growing. 26 farmers who
applied skills they learned in the SRI rice cultivation train-
ing doubled their normal rice yield this year. 24 farmers
made compost and planted and harvested new vegeta-
bles (cabbage, egg plants, long beans and pumpkin) with
high-quality seeds provided by the project.
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Animal husbandry 

BAB is developing an animal pass-on program to support
families with few or no livestock.  With this initiative, par-
ticipating families raise livestock provided by the project,
such as cows, pigs, chickens and ducks.  After mating,
the families will pass-on one or more of the offspring to
two partner families,  and  the  process  will then repeat
itself for double the number of original families.  In this
way, our initial investment yields exponential results, with
participant family assets and incomes increasing, all on
the basis of cooperation and team-work.

During 2007, we trained 11 families on chicken raising
and supported 6 committed families to breed chickens
and demonstrate chicken farming to partner families for
the chicken pass-on program. 15 farmers were trained on
pig raising and 5 farmers were selected to receive pigs to
raise for demonstration and breeding. A further 10 fami-
lies will receive cows in early 2008.

Bee-keeping

Beekeeping is a sustainable, environmentally-enhancing
activity which can be the source of supplemental income
for poor families or a community-wide cooperative enter-
prise. It provides a healthy natural food, a potential
source of protein, has medicinal properties and is critical
for the pollination of many agricultural crops. Beekeeping
leads to awareness and appreciation of the environment
and its ties to a sustainable livelihood.  In recognition of
the immense benefits of beekeeping in the fight against
poverty and environmental degradation, BAB sent five
farmers from Chamcar Bei to study beekeeping with

Sustainable Cambodia organization in Pursat province for
2 weeks. Following this initial introduction, Janis
Pungartnik, a volunteer bee expert from Slovenia, spent
four months working with these farmers to collect local
bees and set up a bee-raising project at the Community
Demonstration Farm.  After the farmers complete their
training, the project will support them to establish bee-
raising activities at their homes. 

Community Learning Center

The Chamcar Bei Community Learning Center has been
restored and the surrounding land transformed into a
community demonstration farm, with 2 pig pens, a chick-
en coup, compost and bio-gas production systems, and
rotating crop production.   We constructed four water
tanks and an irrigation system for watering vegetables,
pigs, chickens and flowers (for bees) that will soon be
powered by a windmill pump.   We are currently digging a
large community pond at the back of the center, where
the community will raise fish to stock family ponds.

Irrigation System Improvement

During 2007, BAB has been working with the water user
committee to build their capacity to preserve the village’s
water resources.  We have made plans for 2008 to con-
struct a 350 meter long dam and water gate to control
flooding during the rainy season and store water during
the dry season, along with canals for rice paddy irrigation.
In addition, BAB will dig 20 family ponds for irrigation and
fish breeding with an excavator that we have purchased
with support from Rotary International.
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Women’s empowerment and gender equality

According to the results of a Women and Livelihoods
Workshop facilitated by BAB, the women from Chamcar
Bei identified a number of obstacles they faced generat-
ing income. These included lack of technical skills, start
up capital, access to new markets, and childcare respon-
sibilities. A plan has been formulated to develop a
women’s skills training center which will provide training
in cooperative enterprise, creating new livelihood oppor-
tunities for women in the community.  Women were moti-
vated and encouraged to join and become leaders in
implementing the project activities. 15 women have
become group leaders in many activities in the communi-
ty.  Two women’s groups were formed and they meet on
monthly basis to discuss women’s issues, save their
money together and plan income generation activities.17
women were selected to receive vocational training and 6
women have already formed a cooperative business pro-
ducing handicrafts made from bamboo.

Family Dream Project

BAB has begun to implement a family planning initiative
that we call the Family Dream Project. This project aims
to develop an in-depth understanding of the poorest
families in the community, with an empowering focus on
realizing their potential and their immediate and long-term
goals, rather than simply addressing their needs.  Project
staff, together with the Community Livelihoods Task
Force, has selected and interviewed 110 of the poorest
families using the technique of appreciative inquiry.
These families will be assisted to develop individual fam-
ily plans to realize their goals, with targeted support and
close monitoring from the project. 

Public School Support

Thamakiri primary school in Chamka Bei village was
selected as our public school partner. In 2007, 206 stu-
dents were supported with school supplies and 50 of the
poorest students at primary school were supported with
education materials, uniforms and bicycles. An education
enrollment campaign was conducted and 9 secondary
school and high school dropouts and 4 primary school
dropouts were encouraged and assisted to re-enroll in
school.  BAB provided a supplementary salary each
month to the six teachers to reward good performance
and a five-day teacher training was conducted for 26 pub-
lic school teachers on child-centered teaching methodol-
ogy, with coaching and follow-up taking place regularly. 

Non-formal Education

BAB conducts nine English classes for 251 regular
attendees (including 122 girls) and two pre-school
classes for 67 pupils at the Community Learning Center.
A Leadership Course was conducted for 31 high school
students and graduates, and they have now formed
a Youth Leadership Group, which is playing an important
role in serving the community by volunteering on the var-
ious community development activities taking place as a
result of the Hand in Hand project. A new kindergarten,
library and computer lab building is currently being con-
structed at the Community Learning Center and plans for
2008 include opening computer, arts, Khmer literacy,
mathematics, sports and traditional music and dance
classes at the center. 
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The new academic year began amid much excitement in
the remote village of Prey Chov in Cambodia’s poorest
province, Kompong Speu, as the construction of a new
school building and dam construction reached comple-
tion.   

This Bridges Across Borders initiative will transform the
standard of education in the area and supply this drought
stricken region with a year-round supply of clean drinking
water.

The Community 

Ochrov village is located in Amlaing commune, Thpong
district of Kampong Speu province, one of the most
remote parts of Cambodia’s poorest province. It is locat-
ed near the Cardamon mountains within the triangle of
Kampong Speu, Pursat and Kampong Chhnang
provinces. It is about 120 Km from Phnom Penh and can
be accessed by secondary roads, which takes about 3 –
6 hours by car depending on the road conditions.

There are 78 families with 370 people in Ochrov village

and children vastly outnumber adults. Their primary
economic activity is rice farming and forest scavenging.
The area was devastated by drought in 2005 and 2006. 
When Bridges Across Borders first visited the village, the
illiteracy rate in the village exceeded 80% and 35% of
children aged 6-14 years old did not go to school because
of the long distance they must travel from their homes
and the inability to afford unofficial school fees charged by
the teachers to supplement their meager salaries.  That
number went up to a staggering 50% the following year.
Very few of students continued to study at secondary
school for the same reasons and because they needed to
help earn income for their families. 

Half of the families in Ochrov rank among the poorest of
an overall poor community. These families have no farm-
ing land or draft animals and they live with relatives
because they do not have a house of their own. They
carry a heavy debt burden and they work each day for the
food they will eat that day. The primary problems identi-
fied by the community in the participatory assessment
conducted by Bridges staff in 2006 were an insufficient
primary school and a serious lack of access to drinking
water. 

Primary School Construction and Educational

Development

Oda primary school, which serves the children aged 6-14
in Ochrov and neighboring villages, used to consist of one
wooden building with three classrooms. One classroom
was being used for the school office, one classroom for
grade 1 teaching and another classroom was used to
teach three different grades. When Bridges first visited,
there were a total of 122 students, yet there was not
enough school buildings to use for teaching. Students
wanting to complete grade 5 and 6 had to study at
another school approximately 8 km from their homes. 

Bringing New Opportunities to Remote Villages in Cambodia’s 
Poorest Province

By David Pred
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The two teachers that worked at the school were required
to teach numerous grades, and one teacher was required
to teach in another school since there was inadequate
number of teachers in the school cluster. They earned
60,000 riel (USD $14.50) as their monthly salaries, which
is insufficient to make a living

We set out to solve these problems by constructing a

brand new school house and providing support for teach-

ers and students in order to improve the quality of educa-

tion in this remote area.

In September 2007, after nearly a year of fundraising,

planning and building, the construction of an additional

school building at Oda primary school, with five more

classrooms and a teacher’s accommodation facility final-

ly came to fruition.  This project was made possible by

financial support provided by the Singapore-based foun-

dation RICE Fund.

The new school facility is complimented by comprehen-

sive a teacher training salary supplementation program,

which aims to motivate teachers and improve the quality

of teaching.  It also eliminates the need for teachers to

demand unofficial school fees from the students in order

to supplement their income, a practice which makes

school attendance prohibitive for poor children.  

As a long-term partner of the school, Bridges Across

Borders will be working to monitor teacher performance

and provide ongoing coaching to them to ensure a child-

centered learning environment at Oda primary school.

BAB staff and teachers have also conducted a communi-

ty outreach program that conveys the importance of edu-

cation to parents and highlights the need for them to

encourage their children to attend school. In addition to

this, students are being provided with school supplies,

books and clothes according to their needs.  

The start of the new academic term saw a two-fold

increase in the numbers of students enrolling in compari-

son to the previous year - a strong indication that this ini-

tiative is already having a huge impact.

Water Management

With support from our affiliated charity in Ireland, Building

Bridges, we have completed the repair of an old dyke and

the construction of a water leveler and reservoir that will

ensure year-round water supply for the residents of

Ochrov village. The 3-4 kilometer walk that     villagers

made to the nearest river to source poor quality will no

longer be necessary this dry season. 

The construction of a leveler to protect the dyke and a

large reservoir will serve the needs of at least 78 families.

In addition to the new water supply, BAB provided each of

the families with home water filters and training on how to

use them properly.  Villagers have already reported a sig-

nificant improvement in their health as a result. 

With access to vastly improved education services and a

reliable year-round source of clean water, the villagers of

Ochrov started this new academic year with new hope for

their community.



22

A Year in Review 2007

In partnership with Meakea Aphiwadh, a local community
development organization, Bridges Across Borders is
implementing community based educational projects in
several villages of Takeo province. Meakea established a
Child Education Center in 2005 with the aim of providing
supplementary education to fifty children and vocational
training to adults in Tramkul and adjacent villages. In
2006, BAB began providing support to the center and
expanded the program through water and sanitation ini-
tiatives. 

Supplementary Education

Currently, 144 students from seven nearby villages are
studying English at the center.  This year we have also
begun arts and traditional dance classes, as well as
sports activities. The dance students provide entertain-
ment to the local community and visitors through regular
cultural performance. 

In cooperation with the local high school, Bridges Across
Borders has also set up a computer training class that is
available to all students. The computer learning center
based at Sok Ann High School provides three courses in
basic computer literacy, Microsoft Word and Excel, using
seven computers and a generator donated by BAB’s affil-

iated Irish charity Building Bridges and Singapore-based
Raffles Girl’s School. 63 students have now completed
these two-month courses and are better prepared for the
job market as a result. 

Small Business Training

Vocational skills training courses are offered to encour-
age adults from the surrounding community to learn how
to start and improve small businesses. The one week
courses available include: Get Ahead, Women in
Enterprise and Start and Improve your Business. This
project has been implemented in partnership with the
International Labor Organization (ILO), which provides
technical and financial support to implement the courses
using their specially developed curriculum to beneficiaries
throughout the     target communities. In 2007, 134
participants (mainly women) attended these trainings.

International Student Exchange Visit

Bridges Across Borders and Meakea Aphiwadh have
hosted an annual exchange visit between the students
from Raffles Girl’s School in Singapore and the local pub-
lic schools in the area since late 2006. Two secondary
schools, four primary schools and the Child Education
Center are involved in this annual cultural exchange. For
two weeks at the end of 2007, students from Singapore
came to stay in the village to teach English and comput-
er skills, paint murals and learn about Cambodian culture.
This exchange visit has had a great impact on the stu-
dents and the entire community through the exchange of
cultures and the building of relationships. Local students
have been inspired to study harder after interacting with
the Singaporean students and they continue their com-
munication with them through letter writing.  It makes me
proud to work for an organization that brings people from
different countries together to share and learn from one
another. 

Child Education Center in Takeo Province
By Sil Sineng
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STOP 
EVICTIONS!
Campaign

The STOP EVICTIONS! campaign seeks to bring an end
to violations of land and housing rights in Cambodia
through short-term strategies for cases of communities
under the threat of forced evictions, emergency response

to forced evictions when they occur, and long-term strate-
gies to lobby for secure land tenure and participatory
development processes.

On the morning of April 20, 2007, more than 100 families
were violently evicted and rendered homeless from
Mittapheap 4 village, in the Cambodian seaside town of
Sihanoukville. On that day, 150 police, military police and
Royal Cambodian Armed Forces used brutal force to
remove the families from their land and homes, where
many had lived for more than two decades.  The mixed
forces were carrying out an order by the Governor of
Sihanoukville to forcibly settle a land dispute between the
villagers and the wife of an advisor to a senior govern-
ment official.  The eviction was carried out by the author-
ities without any resolution of the land dispute by the
courts, as required by the law.  It resulted in violence
erupting between the authorities who threatened to use
lethal force to remove the villagers from their homes and
the villagers who attempted to defend themselves and

their property. The government forces beat the villagers
with wooden and electric batons, fired live rounds of
ammunition at them, burned their homes and posses-
sions to the ground and confiscated 16 of their motor-
bikes.   Thirteen men were beaten unconscious and then
arrested for committing battery against the police and
destroying their property.

We started the STOP EVICTIONS! campaign in response
to the land and housing rights crisis that is raging in
Cambodia today. Government-sanctioned forced evic-
tions and confiscation of land, such as the atrocity com-
mitted in Mittapheap 4 on April 20th, continue to rank as
one of Cambodia's most pervasive human rights prob-
lems.  Security of tenure is very weak or absent for both
urban and rural poor communities.  Despite progressive
developments in the legislative framework, there is a per-
sistent failure by the authorities to respect the provisions
of the land law meant to provide tenure security to the
poor. Spiraling land speculation has resulted in ever-
increasing demand for land in prime urban and rural
areas. As a consequence, land grabbing by a powerful
and wealthy elite, often facilitated by the authorities, has
reached epidemic proportions.

Forced evictions of the urban poor are normally conduct-
ed in the name of ‘development.'  Homes and posses-
sions are destroyed while relocation of evicted communi-
ties is carried out with no regard for the human rights or
welfare of those affected. During the last two years, thou-
sands of poor residents of Phnom Penh had their homes 

Building the Movement to End Forced Evictions and 
Displacement in Cambodia

By David Pred
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demolished by local authorities and were herded onto
police trucks under threat of violence and dumped in rice
fields on the outskirts of the city. Without potable water or
sanitation, drainage, or nearby schools, hospitals and
jobs, conditions are horrendous for Phnom Penh’s
evictees.  At least 70,000 Phnom Penh residents are cur-
rently facing the same fate.  

In rural areas, economic land concessions totaling nearly
one million hectares have been granted to private com-
panies for the development of agro-industrial plantations.
These concessions have led to large-scale displacement,
loss of livelihoods, and environmental destruction.
Community activists working to end these injustices are
routinely imprisoned and abused, driven into hiding and in
several instances killed. No province or municipality in
Cambodia from the southern coast in Sihanoukville to the
remote forests of Rattanikiri has remained unaffected by
this land crisis.

Bridges Across Borders has supported land and housing
rights struggles in several communities and we have
worked to address the problem of forced evictions nation-
wide.   Here are some things that we did in 2007:

Networking

One of the primary ways that we have contributed to this
campaign in 2007 has been through our active role on the
Housing Rights Task Force (HRTF), a coalition of more
than 20 diverse local and international organizations that
work together in an effort to defend the housing rights of
the urban poor in Cambodia. Bridges Across Borders is
one of the founding members of HRTF and we sit on its
Core Committee along with the Community Legal
Education Center (CLEC), the Urban Sector Group
(USG) and Samakun Teang Tnaut (STT). HRTF's mission

is to prevent forced evictions and housing rights violations
and to promote the development and full enjoyment of
housing rights for all Cambodian people. HRTF fills an
important niche in terms of coordinating, networking, pol-
icy advocacy and casework in support of urban poor com-
munities. 

We also encourage community-led advocacy work by
supporting emerging people's networks, which are organ-
izing throughout the country to challenge social injustice
and assert the rights of vulnerable communities. These
grassroots, people-owned networks have developed to
take on important problems that NGOs have been unable
to resolve, most notably in relation to access to land and
natural resources.  In 2007, Bridges helped to facilitate
the establishment of a network of threatened communi-
ties in Phnom Penh.  The Phnom Penh Community
Coordination Committee, comprised of representatives
from seventeen threatened communities now meets
monthly to update each other on their situations and to
coordinate collective advocacy activities.

Advocacy and Community Mobilization

On June 6, 2006, approximately one thousand police and
military police forces gathered in Sambok Chap village
heavily armed with rifles, electric batons, tear gas and riot
gear. The families were forced by the authorities to get
into the police trucks.  They had no idea where they were
being taken.  Their belongings, which had been disman-
tled by paid workers, were also brought to the new loca-
tion situated in Andoung village, which is twenty-two kilo-
meters from the city center and their livelihoods. The
municipality took only one month to plan the relocation
and failed to prepare the land in advance for the people.
This site failed to meet minimum standards for human
habitability.  It lacked adequate sewage, sanitation facili-
ties, drainage, potable water, electricity, nearby schools
and clinics, much less economic opportunities.  Rather,
families found themselves with a tarpaulin, a bucket, no
marked out plot and the entire rainy season ahead of
them.  Living conditions were, and continue to be to this
very day, dire.  More than seven hundred of the evicted
families still have not been provided with a plot of land on
which to rebuild their homes.
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On June 6, 2007, to mark this sad anniversary, Bridges
Across Borders (BAB), together with our partners in the
Housing Rights Task Force and many concerned resi-
dents of Phnom Penh, gathered at Sambok Chap for a
candlelight vigil to remember the one year anniversary of
the forced eviction and to call upon the Municipality of
Phnom Penh to alleviate the humanitarian crisis at
Andoung and other relocation sites outside the capital.
The vigil served as a stark reminder that one year on,
families are still living under tarpaulin in squalid conditions
waiting on empty promises to be fulfilled by the authori-
ties.  Behind our circle of candle lights stood Dey Krahom,
Rik Reay and Group 78, three communities with more
than 3000 residents, many of whom have resided there
for decades, and who have also been served with eviction
notices.  June 6th was not only a day to remember the
events of the previous year and highlight the fact that the
former residents of Sambok Chap continue to live in
appalling  conditions  at  the relocation site.  It was also a
day to urge the Cambodian authorities to cease the illegal
and inhumane practice of forced evictions.  It was a very
important event for the STOP EVICTIONS! campaign,
which elevated the cause in the local media and
marshaled many new supporters.  Yet it was just the
beginning.

On December 10th, we celebrated International Human
Rights Day by mobilizing more than 1000 residents from
16 Phnom Penh communities who are living under the
threat of forced eviction to join hands around the Dey
Krahom community. Clad in STOP EVICTIONS! t-shirts
and blue and white scarves, we formed a human chain
around this community that is facing extreme pressure to
relocate or accept pittance compensation for their prime
city-center real estate. 

The Dey Krahom community has been engaged in a land
struggle since 2005, when the 7NG company was grant-
ed title to land that was earmarked to the community for
a social land concession by the Council of Ministers, fol-
lowing

Prime Minister Hun Sen’s May 2003 speech calling for
tenure security and upgrading of 100 slum communities
each year for five years. Dey Krahom was one of four
communities identified in the Prime Minister’s speech and
the national government’s Development Plan to receive
legal recognition and upgrading.  Instead, over the past
two years, Dey Krahom community residents have been
subject to repeated acts of deceit, intimidation, and arbi-
trary raids by company and Municipal officials, resulting in
violence and the destruction of housing and property. 

Bridges Across Borders has closely monitored the situa-
tion in Dey Krahom; conducted a letter writing urgent
action campaign on its behalf; and supported legal repre-
sentation of the community through the payment of pri-
vate attorney fees. The lawyer is representing Dey
Krahom families before the courts in four different law-
suits.  He also submitted complaints to various authori-
ties, such as the Prime Minister, the Ministry of Justice
and the National Assembly, and represented the commu-
nity in meetings with the Municipality. Unfortunately, the
community’s attempts to redress their grievances through
legal channels have thus far been unsuccessful.  The
system has not only been non-responsive to their com-
plaints but it has been used to break the community’s
spirit and debilitate its leaders. Thirteen community repre-
sentatives find themselves today facing a range of spuri-
ous criminal charges, while others have gone into hiding
out of fear of arrest.  In light of this grim situation, the peo-
ple power showing on December 10 provided precisely
the spiritual medicine that the community needed.

Leaders from sixteen Phnom Penh communities who
came together to show their support for Dey Krahom pro-
claimed on loudspeakers to the massive gathering:

We, representatives of Phnom Penh poor communities
who have been forcibly evicted or threatened with forced
evictions, in solemn observance of the 60th Anniversary
of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights declare:

Their statement, which became known as the Tonle
Bassac Declaration, was a turning point for urban poor
communities in Phnom Penh.  It is the first time that
threatened communities in Phnom Penh united in a col-
lective street action to assert their rights and ask the gov-
ernment with a singular voice to Stop Evictions!

Following the human chain ceremony at Dey Krahom, we
marched to Group 78 and Rik Reay communities, which
have also been served eviction notices and are being
denied fair and just compensation for their property.  UN
special human rights envoy to Cambodia Yash Ghai
joined our march and promised to take the message of
the Tonle Bassac Declaration back to Geneva when he
presented his report to the UN Human Rights Council.
The event received excellent local and international
media coverage.  December 10th was truly a triumphant
day for people in Cambodia.

Photo courtesy of Licadho Canada

All people have the right to adequate housing.
All people have the right to be free from fear, intimida-
tion and interference with their homes and livelihoods.
All people have the right to peacefully assemble and
assert their rights.
Respect of human rights is necessary for living in dig-
nity and harmony
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Community Mapping

The work of defending housing rights also involves gath-
ering important information about threatened communi-
ties.  Past experiences of mass evictions and forced relo-
cation of people in Phnom Penh have shown how impor-
tant it is to have clear information about the affected com-
munity prior to the eviction, in particular a clear registrar
of the residents, their tenure status, and the estimated
value of their land and homes. Having this information is
helpful in both challenging the eviction itself, and in the
event of eviction, ensuring that everyone is counted and
fairly compensated for their loss.

An estimated 4200 families who reside around the
perimeter of Phnom Penh's Boeung Kok lake are current-
ly facing the threat of mass eviction after the Municipality
leased away their land and the lake itself to a developer
in February 2007.  The 99-year lease agreement, which
covers 133 hectare of the lake and surrounding land,
stands in flagrant violation of various Cambodian laws. If
the affected families are evicted, it will mark the largest
single displacement of Cambodians since the Khmer
Rouge evacuated Phnom Penh in 1975.  Moreover, the
environmental impact of the filling of the lake is expected
to be devastating for the entire city, which will likely face
even worse flooding than it has seen it recent years as a
result of the filling of other lakes.

In preparation for the looming eviction, Bridges Across
Borders, in collaboration with several HRTF partners, set
out to survey and map each of the 41 communities sur-
rounding the lake.  

Guided and sometimes accompanied by community lead-
ers, we sent mapping teams of university land manage-
ment students to work their way through each of the com-
munities, identifying and interviewing each of the affected
families to capture critical social information that will be
relevant for future advocacy and negotiations, and
recording each family's house with a GPS device. 

The result of the Project will be a GIS map of the Project
Affected Area, with detailed survey information about
each of the affected families that can be viewed by click-
ing on any point on the map that represents a dwelling.
The information will be widely publicized and available for
the affected communities and concerned NGOs to use for
advocacy purposes and to support future rights-based
negotiations over compensation. It can also be used as
evidence of residency and legal tenure status at the time
of the survey to ensure that everyone is counted. 

Humanitarian Relief

Our housing rights activities also sometimes include the
provision of humanitarian relief to communities in the
aftermath of evictions.  While it is the legal responsibility
of the government to ensure that its citizens are not made
homeless by evictions and that adequate housing and
livelihood restoration is ensured at relocation sites, the
Cambodian authorities have completely failed to comply
with their international human rights obligations.  It has
thus been left to non-governmental organizations to meet
the humanitarian needs of Cambodia’s displaced
citizenry. 
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When the homes and belongings of the Mittapheap 4
families were torched by the Sihanoukville authorities last
April, Bridges delivered emergency relief.  The destitute
families had erected makeshift shelters along the road in
front of where their homes once stood as they awaited
justice and the right to return to their land.  With funds
raised by two of our international legal interns, Bridges
contributed two tons of rice, mosquito nets and tarpaulins
as a temporary relief for the families whose shelters were
inadequate to cope with the monsoon and a terrible
dengue epidemic.

Community Empowerment

Finally, perhaps the most important element of our land
and housing rights work is the empowerment of affected
communities.  We empower communities by increasing
their knowledge and understanding of their legal rights
and by building their skill set to act in defence of those
rights. 

One way that we are doing this is through the develop-
ment of the Cambodian People’s Guide to Understanding
Forced Displacement: Risks, Rights and Resistance, a
collaborative project of Bridges Across Borders and the
Housing Rights Task Force, International Accountability
Project, and the Centre on Housing Rights and Evictions
(COHRE). The People’s Guide will be an illustrated man-
ual that will act as a comprehensive toolbox for commu-
nities to understand the sources of forced evictions and
displacement, the risks posed to their livelihoods and per-
sonal development, the international human rights and
national legal framework regarding evictions, and, most
importantly, practical steps communities can take to resist
forced displacement and advocate for their housing
rights. The People’s Guide will be complete with interac-
tive exercises and instruction for educators on how to
teach the curriculum.  

In addition to curriculum development, Bridges has sup-
ported the Community Peace-building Network to con-
duct community organizing and active non-violence work-
shops. The Community Peace-building Network (CPN) is
a national-level network that covers 130 communities in
20 provinces.  Its focus is on promoting non-violent con-
flict resolution methods and peace-building.  The network

is led by a 10-member Core Group, which organizes
trainings and workshops and network meetings, and
visits communities to help them deal with the problems
they are facing.  The Core Group has also organized
communities from around the country facing particularly
difficult problems. As a result of the efforts of the Peace-
building Network, the situation has improved in many
communities. 

During 2007, BAB provided financial support to the
Peace-building Network to conduct active non-violence
trainings and hold emergency meetings in flashpoints in
Siem Reap and Battambang, at their request.  In addition,
we invited the network to conduct active non-violence
trainings that we organized for the Dey Krahom and
Mittapheap 4 communities. The trainings successfully
raised awareness among participants about the impor-
tance and advantages of community solidarity and apply-
ing active non-violence in solving conflicts. The trainers
gave thematic presentations on power relations, non-vio-
lent communication skills, building solidarity, and effective
advocacy strategies based upon actual success stories.

The fact that the Peace-building Network trainers are not
NGO workers, but simply concerned citizens who have
gotten organized and are volunteering their time and wis-
dom to help other communities get organized, makes
these workshops extremely effective.  The CPN trainers
are able to share personal experiences of how their own
communities had dealt with, and sometimes solved, land
disputes non-violently through collective direct action.
Once the People’s Guide has been completed, we hope
to train the Peace-building Network trainers to launch the
Guide and ensure that its information reaches those who
need it most.

It is my sincere belief that as communities become
stronger, more confident in their knowledge of their legal
rights and sophisticated in their advocacy strategies, and
as our collective voice grows louder, the Cambodian
authorities will begin to change course and respect their
international human rights obligations with regard to
housing and evictions.  I am not naïve to think that this will
happen in the short-term but I am optimistic that as pop-
ular pressures continue to mount, there will be a brighter
day in Cambodia.
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28 The Cambodia Justice Initiative (CJI) is project of Bridges
Across Borders (BAB) and the Open Society Justice
Initiative (Justice Initiative) working to support and moni-
tor the operation of the Extraordinary Chambers in the
Courts of Cambodia (ECCC), otherwise known as the
Khmer Rouge Tribunal.

CJI is committed to reinforcing mechanisms of accounta-
bility for international crimes. We know that the ECCC is
the last real chance to bring some measure of justice to
the millions of victims of the Khmer Rouge, and thus is
committed to working with Cambodian civil society, all
organs of the ECCC, Cambodian Royal Government,
donors, observers, the United Nations and its agencies,
media, and other stakeholders to ensure that the ECCC
trials are—and are seen to be—independent, legitimate,
and fair. 

Since 2003, we have maintained an on-the-ground pres-
ence in Cambodia to monitor developments, engage in
advocacy and provide technical assistance to help pre-
pare for the ECCC’s establishment and operation. The
Justice Initiative and CJI have joined forces to staff the
project with a full time international court monitor, and a
Cambodian program officer based in Phnom Penh.  

We have provided training and have brought a series of
international technical advisors to Cambodia to work with
NGOs, the Government Task Force on the Khmer Rouge
trials, and ECCC staff to prepare for the court’s establish-
ment. Our hope is that experts from other international
and hybrid courts—including those addressing mass
atrocities in places such as Rwanda, Sierra Leone,
Darfur, Uganda, Democratic Republic of Congo, East
Timor, and the former Yugoslavia—can help Cambodia
incorporate their lessons and best practices into the
ECCC work. The advisors’ visits also provide an opportu-
nity for us to collaborate with Cambodian NGOs and gath-
er information on local needs and viewpoints concerning
the court and its progress.

In early 2007 CJI stopped actively providing technical
assistance to the ECCC because the court failed to
address allegations of corruption in human resource
management on the Cambodian side of the ECCC.  We
continue to advocate with donors and the UN to address
the problem as we believe this allegation is affecting the
integrity of the ECCC’s process.  There have been some
minor positive steps taken by the ECCC leaders to
address the allegations but a more robust response is
needed. 

Cambodia
Justice

Initiative

Advocating for a More Just Khmer Rouge Tribunal 
By Panhavuth Long

The Cambodia Justice Initiative is a project of Bridges
Across Borders and the Open Society Justice Initiative.
This project is committed to working with Cambodians to
ensure that the impending trials of the surviving former

leaders of the genocidal Khmer Rouge regime are inde-
pendent, legitimate, and fair, and perceived as such, in
order to bring justice to the victims of the Khmer Rouge
mass atrocities. 



29

A Year in Review 2007

We continue to actively advocate with donors, the UN,
civil society and the court on issues including the need for
more robust witness protection measures, better out-
reach and adequate funding for the court. We are cur-
rently advocating that the court adopts a unified budget
and retain a highly experienced court advisor to assist the
court through some of the current leadership and admin-
istrative challenges it is facing.  

We continue to actively monitor the operation and the
proceedings of ECCC. We issue monthly and periodic
reports on the progress and challenges before the ECCC.
These reports are available at www.babsea.org. 

CJI works to help coordinate the work of local NGOs that
have projects related to the ECCC.  We organize month-
ly update meetings with interested NGOs to share infor-
mation about activities, present information about recent
developments at the court, and discuss joint advocacy on
issues of concern. 

Finally, we operate the listserve KRT-Talk in order to pro-
vide daily updates on the ECCC to all interested parties.

The ECCC is now entering the stage of judicial opera-
tions. Five accused are in custody and the Pre-Trial
Chamber has held its first public hearing. This is an excit-
ing time to be working in Cambodia!
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Community
Legal

Education
Initiative

Since 2003, the BAB Clinical Legal Education Initiative
has grown leaps and bounds, and the seeds that were
sown in 2003 have taken root and begun to bear fruit. In
addition to Cambodia, where BAB began its first
Community Legal Education (CLE) efforts, BAB is now
directly working to provide both technical and institutional
support to universities and students in Malaysia,
Thailand, Vietnam, Laos, Singapore and the Philippines,
as well as legal and other non-government organizations
in most of these countries.  

The year 2007 was an incredible success for the expan-
sion of the Bridges Across Borders Community Legal
Education Program.1 The program has grown much
beyond the measure of what we ever envisioned occur-
ring in such a short period of time.  Our partners, fervent-
ly committed to the same social justice principles as us,
have increased exponentially, and we find ourselves at
the end of the year with so much to do, so much more we
want to do and with full knowledge that it is imperative
that we must keep doing.  “No rest for the weary” as is
often said while cognitive of the fact that days off and
vacations are illusive.  As the “bad guys” do not take days
off, constantly scheming and planning to increase their
negative gains, neither can we. 

Through all our activities we have been driven by the
understanding that, strengthening community legal edu-

cation, and empowering individuals and communities, at
the university and grassroots level, continues to be one of
the cornerstones of Bridges Across Borders' work in
Southeast Asia. 

Our Partners

Throughout 2007, the BAB Community Legal Education
Initiative has been engaged in successful outreach, expo-
sure, program building and training activities with univer-
sities, government and non-government organizations
and the legal fraternity in the SE Asia region, with a spe-
cific aim of working to implement CLE and community
empowerment programs. 

Each of the BAB university CLE partner programs are
unique. Each program possesses it’s own strength, weak-
ness, opportunities and challenges. At the same time they
are also similar in nature. Each university clinic includes,
or intends to include, a clinic made up of two independent
programs. At each university clinic one program focuses
(or is soon planning to focus) on providing ‘in-house’ legal
consultation services, mostly to socially vulnerable and
marginalized communities. The second parallel program,
currently operating at all of the university partner clinics,
focuses on providing legal community teachings. Many of
these teachings involve working in prisons and juvenile
detention centers as well as drug rehabilitation centers.

The Expansion of CLE Initiatives Throughout SE Asia and the Role 
of Bridges Across Borders

By Bruce A. Lasky

1BAB uses the broad term Community Legal Education (CLE) when referring to its overall program, which includes
working with grassroots communities as well as universities. BAB uses the term Clinical Legal Education when
referring only to universities based programs.

BAB CLE is working to implement university based clini-
cal legal education and community empowerment pro-
grams throughout SE Asia and specifically in Cambodia,
Lao, Malaysia, Thailand and Vietnam to expand access

to justice by engaging in outreach, exposure, program
development and training activities with universities, gov-
ernment and non-government organizations, as well as
the legal fraternity. 
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Initially it has been decided by each of the university part-
ners that the In-House Clinic programs will not specialize
on just one particular area of legal practice. Areas of legal
disciplines, currently being addressed, or foreseen to be,
include, criminal law and procedure, juvenile justice, fam-
ily law, consumer protection law, employment and labour
law, minority rights, gender and the law, Shari’ah law (in
Malaysia), HIV/AIDS legal related issues, land law, hous-
ing rights, civil law and procedure, discrimination issues,
administrative law, human rights and environmental law. 

During the initial stages of implementation for each of
these university based CLE programs, special attention is
being paid to curriculum development, new and progres-
sive teaching methodologies which are centered around
interactive work, case management, training workshops,
administrative procedures and manual production as well
general office set up.    

Creating Synergy

Operating in so many SE Asian countries at the same
time is a challenge BAB faces with its CLE initiative.
However, while acknowledging the existence of this chal-
lenge, we also see it as a very logical and strategic step
to be simultaneously working with a variety of partners for
a number of reasons.

Firstly, our objective is to work with each of these part-
ners, to develop pilot CLE programs in each country and
use these core CLE programs to then broaden the reach
of CLE throughout SE Asia. As many of these partner uni-
versities are located in a different, yet neighboring coun-
try, this will greatly assist in the outreach efforts. Each
neighboring country has a different type of legal and edu-
cational system.  Malaysia is based, for the most part, on
a British common law influenced system. Thailand has a
civil code system. Cambodia has a strong French civil
code influenced system with a smattering of common law
principles adopted during the United Nations 1991-92
nation rebuilding period. Vietnam and Laos both maintain
the vestiges of a Soviet-influenced socialist system.  Yet,
with all these differences, each country is ready and able
to begin and support CLE programs.  

BAB believes that in conducting future CLE outreach
activities with other prospective university partners we will
be able to demonstrate the applicability and usefulness of
the CLE philosophy in a multitude of systems, as exem-
plified by these successful partner programs.  These
exemplifications will assist in overcoming possible chal-
lenges by CLE opponents who might argue that CLE is a
type of western pedagogical method and is not appropri-
ate in their type of educational and legal systems.

Secondly, each of the CLE programs are somewhat sim-
ilar in nature and the partners learn from each other, from
the beginning, as their CLE programs are being devel-
oped. As mentioned earlier, most of the university part-
ners eventually intend that their programs use a similar

two section clinic model, one focused on In-House legal
consultation and referral services and the other section
focused on providing community legal education. Due to
this similarity in programs, there are many lessons that
can be learned from each of the universities that will like-
ly be strongly pertinent.  In working closely with each part-
ner, BAB is able to apply and share working models and
systems, lessons, curriculum, etc from each of the pro-
grams and help to avoid and not re-apply challenges and
obstacles that may arise in one or more programs.  In
addition, as most of the programs are starting at approxi-
mately the same level, initial local and national training
workshops and exposure visits at one partner university
would be applicable to staff and students at other partner
universities. The fact that much of the technical assis-
tance can be adapted and modified from each university
partner program also greatly contributes in reducing the
costs, in time, resources and financial outlay for BAB’s
technical assistance with each of the partners.

Thirdly, representatives from each of the partner universi-
ties have already begun working and learning together in
formulating CLE programs. Many of these partners initial-
ly met at the Open Society Institute/Justice Initiative
(OSJI) sponsored SE Asia CLE Conference in Phnom
Penh, Cambodia 2005. Since then, many of these same
representative pioneering clinicians from our partner uni-
versities attended the OSJI supported 1st SE Asia CLE
Teacher Training Workshop in Manila, Philippines from
January 30-February 3rd 2007.  This workshop focused
on the development of CLE programs, including teaching
and administrative training. The training in Manila also
centered on further developing network contacts that
were initiated at the Phnom Penh conference in 2005.  In
follow up partner workshops and trainings throughout the
remainder of the year we have ensured that representa-
tives from other partner universities and organizations
have attended as both participants as well as co-trainers
to share, teach and learn simultaneously. 

Conclusion

It has been a magical year and we eagerly prepare our-
selves for all that 2008 will bring us.  To achieve this, BAB
has committed itself to carry on its efforts to aid in the pro-
liferation of CLE in SE Asia and internationally. We at
BAB have a clear understanding and belief that these
programs lead to the development of more socially mind-
ed, ethical attorneys, and social justice warriors. 

As you read forward, the following articles in this section
of our newsletter highlight some of the individual pro-
grams and persons connected to our BAB SE Asia CLE
Initiative. They are written by members of our BAB CLE
team and various partners.  We are hopeful that through
their words and writings you will understand more of the
work we do and why we feel we must do it without really
ever having a “day off.” 
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Community Legal Education (CLE) at the National
University of Laos in Vientaine started out with a bang.  In
May 2007, the BAB CLE Initiatives team Bruce Lasky,
Wendy Morrish and Michael Otto were invited to train 30
of the lecturers from the Faculty of Law and Political
Science. 10 of the 30 lecturers who attended the training
got together and made a proposal and within a couple of
months 11 students had been recruited and trained.  We
chose the Treatment and Vocational Training of Drug
Users Center (Rehab Center) located a few kilometres
outside Vientiane as our Community Partner. Both the
lecturers and the students participating in CLE were very
excited, this being the first time anything like this   had
been done in Laos. The lecturers saw how effective their
teaching methods were and the students got an opportu-
nity to apply what they were learning to some real-life sit-
uations.  We have started out small, teaching to only 1
group of 16 residents at the Rehab Center.  

We ask a lot more questions in class now because we
know that these questions could be asked of us by the
residents at the Center. We brainstorm on ways to make
our sessions more interesting, easy to understand and
memorable.  The greatest satisfaction is when we see
how excited the residents of the Rehab Center get when
we arrive there each time. They are very open with us
now. Some of them have many legal issues and a few
even want to go to law school when they get out.  We are
intending to set up a scholarship plan to make this
happen.

On December 14, we conducted our last CLE session for
the semester.  Meanwhile we have recruited 10 more stu-
dents.  We want to mention here that all our friends and
our classmates want to join the Community Legal
Education program. They have seen it makes a difference
in our studies. 

We are now 21 students and more than 10 Law
Professors in the CLE program. Next semester, February
2008, we are expanding our reach by also offering CLE
sessions at a local High School and possible Human
Trafficking Centers in and near Vientiane as well as in

rural communities outside of Vientiane.  Below are some
of their responses to our work and to CLE:

“I have learned about certain laws and I think I will
remember these laws for a long time. It is fun learning like
this. If you come twice a week to teach here, everybody
will be happy to attend. I finished 11th grade but in 12th
grade I got into drugs. Now I want to go back and com-
plete my secondary education.” Mr. Viengsamay
Kontabong.

“It is easy to understand what you teach. The activities
are fun and we get to release some stress. I want you to
teach more topics to do with drugs. You have no books
like in high school but I've learned more here. I want to go
back and finish high school when I get out.” Mr. Alanyasit
Phetduangsy.
“I feel I have more knowledge now about law. The stu-

dents from the Law Faculty explain in an easy way. We all
want more and more. I want more activities. I have been
married for three years. Both my husband and I got
hooked on drugs and spent everything we had.  I am
leaving in three weeks. I wish I had known more about
drug laws before this. There are many people here who
want to study with you. I want to find a job when I get out
and start family life again. Thank you for coming here.”
Ms. Boutti Chommala.

“I've been here a year and a half. This   education is very
useful. I know more about what is right and wrong, legal
and illegal. I feel more in control of my own situation. Your
teaching methods make it very easy to understand. I like
the role-play method. Many of my friends here want to
join the class. They ask me what I learn each week. It
would be nice if we could have this twice a week. I get
knowledge I can protect myself with. ”Ms. Ponphet
Bounheungvilay.

Sharan Doowa is a Teaching Assistant at the National

University of Laos in Vientienne.

Community Legal Education Law Students Teaching in the Drug
Rehabilitation Center in Vientiane 

by Sharan Doowa
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“Good lawyers strive to attain justice for their clients.

Great lawyers strive to attain justice for everyone. We are

here to help you, and those after you, to become great

lawyers! Through clinical legal education programs,

where law students gain an intensive legal education by

providing free access to justice for the poor and unrepre-

sented, you will help ensure justice is available to all the

people of Hanoi and by doing this you will build a stronger

university, a stronger justice system, a stronger bar asso-

ciation and a stronger country.” These remarks, spoken to

almost 100 law students in the Law faculty of the Vietnam 

National University (VNU), were greeted with resounding

cheers and aptly summarize the theme of one of the

Bridges Across Borders' Vietnam National University

Community Legal Education workshops held in 2007.

Since then Vietnam National University Community Legal

Education program has continued to develop with the

recruitment of enthusiastic and committed students, pro-

fessors and volunteer lawyers, all working together. 

This CLE program at VNU includes the implementing of

both an In-House Legal Clinic as well as a Community

Legal Education Teaching Clinic.

Throughout 2007 Bridges Across Borders (BAB) trainers

have provided 3 CLE workshop trainings to law profes-

sors, lawyers and students, at the VNU/LERES Center,

focusing on the methodology of community legal

education, lawyering skills and how to use them when

teaching law and social justice.  The first of these work-

shops, in July, included the co-training attendance of

Professor Alan Lerner, a clinician from University of

Pennsylvania School of Law as well as Dean Adelaide

Ferguson, Vice Dean and Vice President of Temple

University School of Law.

Committed as the BAB CLE    training team is, the final

BAB 2007 training with VNU/LERES happened in late

December. This workshop was indeed special as the BAB

trainers acted more in the roles of evaluators and moni-

tors, and left approximately 80% of the training to the law

professors and lawyers, as they trained the 25 clinic stu-

dents who were chosen from more than 200 applicants.

Working “down to the wire” in 2007, this last workshop at

VNU/LERES was immediately followed by the BAB CLE

trainers conducting another 3 day workshop in Ho Chi

Minh City with the support of the Vietnam Lawyers

Association and the United Nations Development

Program, from Dec 20-22nd. This workshop was

illustrative of the CLE proliferating movement throughout

Vietnam as the workshop professor participants

represented 7 different law faculties located in all parts of

Vietnam. This final workshop focused on an introduction

to legal education teaching methods, lawyering skills and

identified the major goals of CLE programs as well as the

rationales for establishing such programs. The workshops

also introduced the participating law academics to the

major needs, challenges and sustainability of running

CLE initiatives at law schools, the approaches and

methodologies for establishing CLE programs, and the

main elements of the CLE concept, as well as the bene-

fits of such programs for law faculties, the legal profes-

sion, and society in general.

Bridges Across Borders Introduces Clinical Legal Education to Vietnam
By Tracy Coates and Wendy Morrish
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Reflections on Malaysia’s UiTM 
Student Community Law Club (SCLC) 2007 Activities

By Farah Nadiah

It was a year ago that I had been introduced to clinical

legal education. From knowing nothing to somebody who

now stands teaching in front of various groups of people,

I can tell you that this program works. To date, I have

attended more than 5 community teachings and have

conducted several teachings as a lead Educator. Clinical

legal education is not the conventional way of teaching

that most of us are used to. Rather, it is an interactive way

of teaching, which involves a “two-way” communication

between the learners and educators.

My first attempt in teaching was with a group of 13-14

year old orphans. At such a tender age they were very

impressionable and vulnerable to bad exposure in socie-

ty. The aim of the program was to make them understand

laws on basic deeds such as vandalism and bullying so

as to put them on the right track to being wise and hon-

orable individuals. At first, we were nervous, as we did not

know the acceptance of the kids to the program. After

having quickly seen that they did absorb the knowledge

given and enjoyed every game we incorporated into the

teachings, we experienced a huge sigh of relief. It was

indeed a success. 

The sparkles from their eyes and complaints after com-

plaints that time was too short   really energized us to do

a continuous teaching with the children. We had a good

time with them and in fact invited them to see the univer-

sity some weeks later. During that teaching event the law

topic covered was theft and they were also taken on a

tour of the university. 

To teach the children is one thing, but what about to learn

one’s life lesson from them? This is a core component of

CLE and something that I really experienced. Honestly

speaking, each time I went to a community teaching, I

could not help but feel gratitude as to what I currently

have, though it may not be that much. Learning about oth-

ers makes us treasure our life more as days pass. This is

because sometimes we selfishly feel that our lives lack so

many things, but seeing how modest the children were,

helped me to realize that there is more to life than money

and superficial stuff.   

Another group of people that I have got to teach are from

an Indian Community supported by the organization ERA

Consumer who have an absolutely different culture from

mine. The obstacle of teaching them is language.

Sometimes, we needed to do translations for some of

them. I learned a lot from that! Mostly I'm learning how to

enhance my communication skills to make my message

simple and clear. In the due course of teaching the com-

munity, I learned their culture as well, very useful to me

living in a multi-cultural country.

I really love being involved with clinical legal education as

it makes such a difference and makes a positive impact to

my life; it not only increases my knowledge on selected

topics of law, but allows me to reach out to people I never

thought of reaching.

Farah Nadiah is a UiTM law student and President of SCLC. 
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BAB and volunteer law students from around the world working 
to teach law in Cambodian communities

By Michael A. Otto

Over the course of 2007, the Community Legal Education
(CLE) Program in Cambodia returned to a focus on law
students, a refreshing change of pace for an initiative that

began with a university law program but had shifted over
time to be much more focused on collaborating with non-
governmental organizations. This year saw the resur-
gence of law student-based activities, both with local law
students in Cambodia and from a greatly expanded
International Legal Studies Internship Program, which we
integrated into the various advocacy, education, child pro-
tection and community organizing activities with which
Bridges Across Borders is involved.  

Our community legal education program in Cambodia
also continued to work with Cambodian civil society, with
Training of Trainers workshops and ongoing support for
the staff of partner organizations, such as the Community
Legal Education Center (CLEC), Youth for Peace and
others throughout the year. However, the shift of having
law students join BAB staff in working with civil society,
government and communities proved to be more suc-
cessful, with a longer lasting and more meaningful effect
overall.

This past year has been sufficiently memorable. I feel like
we’ve come a long way this past year. The year started
with the study trip to Manila. Gary, Tina, Sam and I thor-
oughly enjoyed ourselves. Not only did we take home
great sightseeing pictures, but we also gained a different
perspective to life in South East Asia and learned so
much. Seeing first hand how successful the CLE program
in Manila was was also a great motivator for us to get
started ourselves. 

We started our own training sessions, teaching members
of the CLE project the methodology that Bruce and his
Bridges Across Borders CLE Team had taught us in
Manila. Teaching our peers, in itself, was a learning expe-
rience, as none of us had taught anything before.  But it
was all good, the four of us, due to our very different per-
sonalities, complement each other well and because of
that, we work together well. 

We then started planning our very first trip. With help from
Puan Norbani, Puan Asnida and Cik Su, we decided to
start with Sekolah Tunas Bakti, a school for juvenile
offenders. There were many bumps in planning the les-
sons for this first trip but we got through it, and the whole
team pulled together and it was a successful trip. 

After that we were more than happy to take on another
challenge by planning another trip. This time, we decided
to go to the Henry Gurney School. There were a lot less
learners at Henry Gurney which was better in a way as
we spent more time getting to know each and every one
of them. The lesson planning did not run all that smooth-
ly, but with last-minute pressures and very good team
work, the lesson plan was done well. The execution of the
plan too was great, the learners enjoyed themselves and
were motivated to do better.

Our last trip of the year was a trip to the Kajang Prison,
which was a little bit daunting when we heard it is an actu-
al prison. However, we were surprised at how co-opera-
tive and attentive the learners were. We have also
learned that there are other prisons which will allow our
CLE program to conduct lessons fortnightly there in 2008. 

Currently we are planning an official CLE launch at the
faculty. Hopefully, this will bring in some funds for our
Prison Teachings project as well as our future CLE activ-
ities.

The past year has been incredible, in so many ways, on
so many levels. We plan on making next year even more
productive. 

Farah Rani is a law student at the University of Malaya. 

Community Legal Education Program begins at
University Malaya in Kuala Lumpur Malaysia

By Farah Rani 
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In the beginning of May, droves of law interns from the
US, Canada, Mexico and   Singapore began arriving
to Phnom Penh, numbering 25 in total. As if this were
not enough, the ‘aspiring lawyer atmosphere’ in our
Phnom Penh office was compounded by the initiation of
a newly formed Cambodian law  student  volunteer  group
consisting of 11 law students from the Royal University of
Law and Economics (RULE).  The International Legal
Studies Internship Program was beginning its’ 5th year,
while the Cambodian volunteer law students were
planning to work in part with the law interns from abroad
during the program’s duration, with the potential idea of
setting up community legal teachings in conjunction with
Bridges Across Borders in the future.

Together with the Cambodian law students and legal pro-
fessional, the international legal interns took part in a
wide range of activities, including developing and revising
interactive legal curriculum for use in teaching communi-
ties, conducting legal research, monitoring an eviction
court case, conducting legal analysis of draft laws to sup-
port civil society legal advocacy and teaching the legal
curriculum they developed in communities.

Outside of legal work, this year’s international legal
interns also spent a week at BAB’s community center in
Kep established - farming, teaching and exploring the
local community. The group also spent time learning
Khmer language, visiting partner organizations doing
everything from harm reduction and needle exchange
outreach to teaching break dancing to street kids to
assisting in the vaccinations of vulnerable children at edu-
cational and care-giving centers located in urban poor
communities around Phnom Penh that BAB either runs or
actively supports.

Some interns went even further and proactively raised
funds on their own initiative, and with the support and
coordination of BAB staff and partners, distributed hum
anitarian relief and supplies at a number of sites, such as
the distribution of two tons of rice, mosquito nets and
tarps to evicted communities in Sihanoukville, or rubber
boots and shoes to impoverished communities around
the Phnom Penh city dump and at abysmal relocation
sites outside of Phnom Penh (special thanks to Brian Pak
and Katrina Reyes for their fundraising efforts!).

The Cambodian law students who were helping to
research Cambodian law, answer legal questions and
provide cultural insight for the international law interns
during the internship program then took the baton as the
international law interns departed.  They helped plan and
test a Mock Khmer Rouge Tribunal Trial, which was the
culmination lesson of the of the first full-scale use of our
Khmer Rouge on Trial: An Introduction to the ECCC
Manual with our partner organization Youth For Peace.

Following on the success of the Khmer Rouge Mock Trial
and the legal research work of the internship program, the
Cambodian law student volunteers wanted to continue
working with BAB and do more community legal teach-
ings themselves. After five weeks of planning to find a
community site, decide on an appropriate topic, select
specific laws to compile into curriculum for a training
course and carry out the related logistical work that goes
into putting together a community training, BAB CLE staff
and the newly formed “Justice & Peace Clinical Team”
were 4 hours south teaching a 2-day training course on
land law to adult and younger villagers at BAB’s
Community Learning Center in Chamcar Bei village, Kep. 
Rather than continue to write about what an amazing job
the Cambodian volunteer law students did in their first
time community teaching, we will let their collective
thoughts tell you themselves from parts of their group
reflection paper that they wrote on the experience (see
next article).

The 2007 internship program was great fun for us at BAB
and added a jolt of liveliness, energy and activity, as well
as many sets of hands to our Phnom Penh office, that is
to be certain. The International Legal Studies Internship
Program in 2008 looks to do much the same, but this time
not only contained to Cambodia. This coming year’s pro-
gram will start with an intensive training in Chiang Mai in
the North of Thailand, after which the group will split up
and half of the law interns will head to Phnom Penh, with
the full group set to reconvene again in Kep at the BAB
Community Center for a week of community service work
at the program’s end.  More information about the pro-
gram, as well as application forms, are available on our
website at www.babsea.org. 

I can only hope that 2008 will be as productive, busy and
enjoyable as this last year!
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The Peace and Justice Clinical Team was created by a
group of volunteer Cambodian law students from the
Royal University of Law and Economics and Bridges
Across Borders Community Legal Education staff. The
purpose of this team is to educate communities about
their legal rights. Our first big triumph was in Kep
Province, where Land Law was our main subject. There
were many different topics, such as the introduction to
land law, the concept of a ‘bundle of rights,’ owning land
in Cambodia, moveable and immoveable property, and
indigenous community properties, for which we used
many activities to clarify our teaching.

Our 8 law student educators (Amarith, Vichny, Darith,
Dymang, Manou, Piseth, Aphiwat and Pharot) went there
for three days. We were greeted warmly by the villagers
and the all the BAB community center and school staff.

As the first time for us to be educators, we felt a bit nerv-
ous when we saw so many people, including younger
children, boy and girl students, and older people, every-
one looking at us with wonder and surprised faces. The
group of boys and girls looked nice and well-prepared.
They looked at us with such eager faces to know and
learn what we were going to teach them.

During the beginning of our teaching, we noticed that
many students kept quiet and acted a bit shy, but they
were prepared and ready to learn. There were many
younger boys and girls who were so calm and said noth-
ing, and many of the older villagers were quiet too. 

We also found that the villagers were very smart and curi-
ous about the topic and they asked us many questions

about the problems they faced with their land, property or
their houses. During the small group discussions, we
started to hear lots of noise and discussion from the
groups of young boys and girls, but the older groups were
still quite quiet. So we made some changes in groups
using some of the new methodology we had learned and
mixed the groups and ages together. This was a very suc-
cessful change and the groups worked much better from
then on!
In order to get the learners to fully participate, we had
everyone join in a game called “Speed Ball” that quizzed
everyone about different ways to transfer land legally.
One of our educators had the great idea to add lovely
Khmer music, so the students can enjoy not only the
cooperation to work out the game, but also the good
music. We also found that even teenagers as well as the
older people really liked the game and some learners
laughed out happily. 

On the last day of our teaching, class ended in the after-
noon after the day’s evaluation time and this was an
important time to get feedback from the students. It’s a
time to let the learners tell us how they thought we did
and whether we were successful in our teaching. At this
time, their answers and comments can explain their
understanding on the whole concept of our lessons. At
this point, no one was shy or passive anymore and many
students asked very good questions. We were sorry to
have to answer them with such brief answers because we
were all out of time.

Before we left, we could not forget to say good-bye to all
of our students. Many of the younger boys and girls said,
“Please do come back here again one day, we’d like to
study with all 8 of you again   some    day.”
This phrase made us feel sad to leave the community, but
all the smiles on their faces was a good memory for our
first teaching.

Actually, we loved what we have experienced in Kep,
although it was only a short time. The community teach-
ing taught us how to teach or explain to other people who
didn’t know well about the law. After this first experiment,
our team came up with more ideas of how to make fun
lesson plans, how to speak better in public, how to solve
real legal matters and problems, and especially how to
make our group work successfully.

Thanks sincerely to Bridge Across the Borders for giving us

such a good experience!

Reflections on Community Legal Education 
By RULE University Peace and Justice Clinical Team



39

A Year in Review 2007

Reflections on a Cambodian Summer 
By Khon Tuy

The closing stages of the spring semester struck me like
a brutal category 4 hurricane (4, not 5, for the minor fact
that I escaped alive); a frantic whirlwind replete with
sleep-deprived nights, appellate brief finalizations, moot
court tryouts, law school exams, a seven-hour drive south
and last-minute trip preparations that included a mad
dash to the supermarket to buy two cases of quality toilet
paper (a rarity in Cambodia).  I barely noticed the wiste-
ria nodding sleepily from its vine as I skidded out of
Tallahassee for Fort Lauderdale to catch a 36-hour flight
to Cambodia.  

While sheltered in the eye of the storm the flight afforded,
I was able to muse on the months ahead.  I was on
course to participate in a summer legal internship pro-
gram with twenty other interns at Bridges Across Borders
(Bridges) in Phnom Penh, Cambodia.  Bridges is an inter-
national, nongovernmental (NGO), not-for-profit organi-
zation based out of Florida.  Through its daring mission to
disappear the borders that divide the world community by
uprooting the causes of violence and hatred, Bridges is
an advocate of human rights, a professor of peace, and a
champion of the poor.  In Cambodia, Bridges’ projects
range from protecting the rights of exploited children to
helping rural villages grow sustainable economies.  From
my acceptance letter, I knew my main task to be writing
legal education manuals for Bridges’ Community Legal
Education Program.  En route from Germany to
Singapore, I skimmed writing guides sent to me for that
purpose.

The program launched on May 18 with a four-day work-
shop conducted by Bridges’ co-founder Bruce Lasky,
Wendy Morrish and Community Legal Education
Program Manager Michael Otto.  Both Bruce and Wendy
flew in from Thailand to present the workshop.  I found

myself among an energetic and diverse crowd of interns
hailing from Canada, Singapore, Mexico, England,
France, and the United States.  It was inspiring.

During the workshop, we learned about Bridges’ teaching
methodology, received training on how to implement this
methodology and gained exposure to Bridges’ other pro-
grams in Cambodia.  Bridges’ teaching methodology is a
form of street law simplified to a level the common person
would understand and community legal educators can
administer in a workshop setting.  Legal education manu-
als featuring various areas of law are first written in plain
English and then translated into Khmer, the Cambodian
language.  Each manual is comprised of compartmental-
ized lesson plans designed to permit ease in tailoring the
lessons to respective needs.  The lessons are then taught
to Cambodian audiences in community workshop set-
tings.  The objective is to empower the Cambodian peo-
ple through awareness of the law and their legal rights. 

We were trained on how to implement Bridges’ teaching
methodology from an approach that utilized a combina-
tion of teaching methodologies aimed at retention.  It is
impossible to encapsulate everything we did in a para-
graph, but I will provide a rough sketch to shed light on
the main thrust of Bridges’ Legal Education Program.  In
essence, we practiced developing lesson plans from the
perspectives of learners, designers and educators.  As
learners we analyzed a case study of a woman who threw
battery acid on her wife-beating husband.  What followed
was a lecture on the relevant domestic violence law in the
case.  We then split into groups of three to try the
woman’s case, playing the roles of defense attorney,
judge, and prosecuting attorney.  Back in our large group,
we discussed our holdings.  Afterwards, we split into
groups of six to be designers and created 45-minute les-
son plans on various segments of domestic violence law.
One by one, each group became educators in adminis-
tering their lesson plans.  For each group’s presentation,
the rest of us returned to being learners and educators in
providing constructive criticism.  We did this entire
process again with HIV/AIDS law.  The goal was to create
lesson plans that facilitated effective learning environ-
ments.

Once lesson plans are conceived through group brain-
storming sessions, they are documented with compre-
hensive instructions for educators to follow.  The final
stages of the workshop were devoted to instruction on
how to research Cambodian law, how to write simple
English and how to format legal education manuals,
Bridges’ style.  We also viewed video presentations on
Bridges’ partner organizations, namely Sustainable
Cambodia and the Community Legal Education Center.
At the close of the workshop, we divided ourselves into
groups of three and selected our manual topics for the
summer.  My group’s two  topics  were  community  legal  
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advisor skills and housing rights.  Other group topics
included:  HIV/AIDS law, children’s rights, domestic vio-
lence, land law, contracts, property and criminal law.

The majority of my time was spent at the office working
on legal education manuals.  The rest of my time at
Bridges was filled with a broad range of activities.  I will
list the majority of these activities and elaborate on three
of particular impact.

The list of activities follows:  attended Housing Rights
Task Force meetings at the Community Legal Education
Center with foreign and Cambodian lawyers; participated
in the International Workshop on Empowering
Communities and Ending Forced Evictions sponsored by
the Center on Housing Rights and Evictions (COHRE);
helped Vuthy, a Bridges’ staff member to translate part of
a booklet from Khmer to English; viewed an informative
slideshow presentation on the Khmer Rouge Tribunal;
traveled to Kep to farm at a Bridges’ project site; delivered
a lecture to Cambodian activists concerning a draft sub-
decree regarding involuntary relocation; went to Sambok
Chap to help distribute sandals for children; performed
the role of international judge for a Khmer Rouge Tribunal
mock trial staged by students from the Royal University
law program.  

Early in the summer, my housing rights group and the
land law group were called to work on evaluating a draft
sub-decree pending government enactment.  The sub-
decree was written to ensure compensation and protec-
tion of rights to those evicted or in legalese “involuntarily
relocated” from their land and homes due to a public or
national interest purpose.  The Asian Development Bank
(ADB) is a major financer of Cambodian project develop-
ment, therefore, the written analysis we provided was
aimed at drawing a comparison of the sub-decree with
ADB’s own policy on involuntary relocation as well as
international standards.  An examination of the sub-
decree revealed cavernous loopholes that resulted in
phantom rights and seriously inadequate compensation.  

I also had the opportunity to witness a criminal trial in
Sihanoukville, Cambodia’s beach town.  Thirteen defen-
dants were accused of battery against police officers and
vandalism of government-issued police equipment during
an illegal eviction by Cambodian police.  We were told
later that had foreigners not been present at the trial, the
prosecuting attorney would have been screaming at the
defendants to confess to their guilt.  Even without the
screaming, the trial was a farce.  Not only did proceedings
operate under a strong presumption of guilt, but the judge
was clearly partial.  The process went like this:  defendant
testifies to conduct during event; defendant’s written
statement to police with defense counsel as witness is
read out loud to unveil material discrepancies in defen-
dant’s testimony; defendant hangs his head and admits to
the incriminating version of the facts in the written state-
ment.  Was it coincidence that this occurred for more than
half of the defendants?  A sixteen-year-old boy testified
that he did not throw rocks at the police.  The prosecutor
snidely pointed out that the boy admitted to throwing
rocks at the police in his written statement.  The boy
responded that he did not make that admission.  This
exchange occurred several times.  Finally, the defense
attorney stood up and declared that she was not present

to witness the boy’s written statement to police, that the
signature on the statement was not personally signed by
her and thus, she could not vouch for its authenticity.
Believe it.

In a country of approximately 400 practicing lawyers and
a plethora of laws enforced or not enforced with the
enticement of money, it is no surprise that the corruption
monster’s burgeoning belly boasts exponential rates of
expansion.  Two forces hold sway in Cambodia:  fear of
the government and the power of money.  I do not exag-
gerate.  Fear of the government can move a defendant to
admit guilt when innocent, and a defendant, whether
guilty or innocent, can buy a judge’s acquittal at the right
price.  These defendants had no purchase power.

Seeing the corruption monster in all its grotesque glory
can do two things to a person.  It can falter the spirit to the
point of surrender, or it can reinforce a weakening resolve
to fight.  I choose the latter.  In order to fight the monster,
you have to know what it looks like in its entirety and addi-
tional guises.  The prospect is overwhelming and I con-
fess that my spirit faltered and my resolve weakened
many times throughout the summer.  Each time I
observed a new form of corruption, I pondered over how
easy it would be for me to throw my hands up and walk
away from the lawlessness of  this  Alice  in  Wonderland
society.  But, when you stand for the positive transforma-
tion of a country and a people you love, you can’t make
choices based on ease or difficulty.  You simply have to
find different angles of attack.  A new angle:  corruption is
a two-way street.  Perhaps we can’t make the govern-
ment stop accepting bribes, but we can educate people to
stop offering them. 

Constant contact with the Cambodian people throughout
the summer further reinforced my resolve to fight the
monster.  I don’t mean the corrupt elite, I mean the peo-
ple who represent the real Cambodia.  The Cambodia I
love, respect and admire is tucked away from prying eyes
among palm leave shacks, lotus flowers, green rice pad-
dies and red dirt roads.  It is those farmers who push fruit
carts through the streets of Phnom Penh, their gentle
faces worn by sun and rain.  It is my smiling tuk-tuk driv-
er who gave me rides without naming a price.  The
Cambodia I know lives in my grandma who is blind, can’t
walk and has to urinate through a space cut out under her
wooden bed.  She never complains, is content with her
life and sings to herself for entertainment.  She knows my
voice from the first words I speak and whether I’ve gained
or lost weight from the feel of my hands in her own.

Even with strong resolve to fight and a worthy subject to
fight for, one can feel diminished in the face of the mon-
ster.  A key to the success of any large-scale undertaking
is the power of humanity and working with Bridges’
allowed me to be immersed in it.  What I mean when I say
the power of humanity is this:  the power of people to care
about something or someone more than themselves.
Harnessing this boundless power can produce miracles.
At Bridges’, I came into contact with many people,
Cambodian and foreign.  Like me, these people were
committed to effecting positive transformation in
Cambodia.  I do not think it is possible to feel diminished
when you have such strong evidence of the power of
humanity on your side. 
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“Khmer Rouge on Trial” Training Course Concludes 
with ECCC Mock Trial 

By David Pred

The BAB training course on the Extraordinary Chambers
in the Courts of Cambodia (ECCC) - otherwise known as
the Khmer Rouge Tribunal - for staff members from the
local organization Youth for Peace (YFP) culminated with
a day-long role play of an ECCC trial of a former Khmer
Rouge prison commander being charged with crimes
against humanity.  Cambodian law students from the
Royal University of Law and Economics (RULE) also par-
ticipated in the mock trial as judges and legal advisors for
the defense and prosecution.

The mock trial was designed to give the participants an
opportunity to apply the knowledge they gained during
BAB’s three month course entitled The Khmer Rouge on
Trial.  The course aim was to improve understanding of
the crimes of the Democratic Kampuchea regime and the
basic structure and purpose of the ECCC, while providing
Cambodian educators and facilitators dealing with the
subjects of history, justice and reconciliation with new
educational tools and ideas for exploring these topics.
YFP requested the training in order to build the capacity
of their staff, who are conducting outreach to Cambodian
high school students on the history of Democratic
Kampuchea and the ECCC.

Participants in the mock trial were given character roles,
including defence lawyers, international and Cambodian
trial judges, investigating judges and prosecutors, wit-
nesses and the accused.   Witnesses included a former
prison doctor, guard and surviving prisoner.  Evidence
was based upon witness testimony collected prior to the
trial by the Co-Investigating Judges.  

The investigation stage featured a disagreement between
the two Co-Investigating Judges over whether the
accused was indeed “a senior leader or most responsi-
ble” for the crimes committed during the Democratic
Kampuchea period and thus eligible for prosecution by
the ECCC.  The dispute was settled by a mock public
hearing of the Pre-Trial Chamber, in which the judges
failed to reach the supermajority needed to block the case
from moving to trial.

The mock trial began with the Co-Prosecutors and
Defense teams each making impassioned opening
remarks, after which the witnesses were called in turn
and questioned by the Defense team and Co-
Prosecutors.  

Based on the evidence presented during the hearing, the
panel of trial judges came to a 4-1 supermajority verdict
of “guilty.”  The President of the Trial Chamber explained
the reasoning behind the ruling, while the lone dissenting
judge explained why he thought the Prosecution failed to
prove individual responsibility for the crimes beyond a
reasonable doubt.  

The mock trial was a huge success.  The participants
demonstrated their understanding of the historical issues,
as well as the tribunal process and important concepts of
international criminal law, such as the elements of crimes
against humanity, individual and superior responsibility,
and fair trial principles.  I think this course, and particular-
ly the mock trial exercise, will help to make the partici-
pants better at teaching others about the ECCC.   
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For the past four years, BAB has offered “gap year” vol-
unteer opportunities to graduating students from the vari-
ous United World Colleges, including United World of
Southeast Asia (UWCSEA) in Singapore, Red Cross
Nordic United World College (RCNUWC) in Norway, and
the Atlantic and Adriatic UWCs in Italy and Wales.  There
are eleven United World Colleges around the world, with
the mission of:

“The United World College Movement makes education a
force to unite people, nations and cultures for peace and
a sustainable future. We educate individuals to take
responsibility for shaping a better world”.

The gap year program facilitated by Bridges Across
Borders enables UWC students, and others, to gain valu-
able work experience and unparalleled life experiences
before they go off to university.  Gap year students live in
the BAB volunteer houses in Phnom Penh and Chiang
Mai and the program includes language and cultural
classes, project site visits and a unique in-depth look into
the world of development and human rights work.  

The “gappies” as they have been affectionately termed
around the office teach English to children, teachers and
staffs at the children’s centers, schools and organizations
that BAB supports.  They also play an integral role in the
running of Bridges Across Borders by assisting with
administrative work and raising awareness about our
projects. This year’s “gappies” have made tremendous
achievements in their placements, and have been a con-
stant source of positive energy and enthusiasm within our
organization. 

The most profound lessons in life are learned through
people to people, face to face interactions. This year we
have brought hundreds of people together from across
the world in meaningful exchanges that have made
tangible, positive impacts on individual lives and our glob-
al community. International volunteers and host commu-
nities have been working together, sharing knowledge,
skills, experiences and laughter; dissolving many of the
imagined borders that separate the world’s peoples. 

Bridges Across Borders Southeast Asia has long facilitat-
ed long-term volunteer placements where students work
and live in Cambodia and Thailand, teaching English, arts
and other subjects to children living in rural and urban
slum communities and orphanages, or utilizing their par-
ticular skills to advance a range of Bridges Across
Borders initiatives. This year we have also begun
facilitating short-term cultural exchanges and community
service volunteer programs. 

Bridging the Gap between Southeast Asia and the World
By Antonia Marison

Volunteer
Program
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FFiiinnnaaannnccciiaaalll     SSSuuummmmmmaaarrryyy    222000000777

Income

General Donations
Program Fees
Grants
Other

Total Income

Expense

Community Legal Education Program
Community Development Program
Cambodia Justice Initiative
Child Protection Program
Scholarship Program
Volunteer Program

General Operations

Total Expenses

120,363.23
37,896.05
454,413.95
2,633.00

615,306.23

142,178.49
176,808.56
118,204.65
28,648.68
1,845.00
4,455.88

67,385.67

539,526.93 

19.57%
6.16%
73.86%
0.41%

100.00%

26.35%
32.77%
21.91%
5.31%
0.34%
0.83%

12.49%

100.00%











A Year in Review 2007

Cambodia Office:
#144H, St. 143, BKK III
Phnom Penh, Cambodia
Phone /Fax: (+855) 23-220-930

Thailand Office:
House 8 Soi 6, Tannon Suan Dok
T. Suthep A. Muang
Chiang Mai. Thailand 50200
Phone/Fax (+66) 5380 8057

United States PO Box:
PO Box  662
Gainesville, FL 32602
USA

Email: office@babsea.org    Website:  www.babsea.org

Bridges Across Borders South East Asia


